
2. Write Letters to the Editor of Your Local Newspaper 

 

Guiding Principles  

Letters to the editor of national, regional or local papers and other news media can have a powerful 
impact. Outside the GTA, you are more likely to get yours printed, so please write to your local news 
media. Try to keep your letters short and reasonably courteous. Copy SCAN! 
info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org so we can upload some of your published letters to the web site.   

Even though many papers limit you to 150 words or so, a strong letter ideally has three parts:   

• Say who you are:  
o a parent/grandparent, with children/grandchildren about whose future you are 

concerned;  
o a retired teacher;  
o former healthcare worker;  
o health and safety representative;  
o public servant, etc. 

 
• Say what you are concerned about and why, for example:   

o the impacts we are already seeing from climate change (unpredictable weather, floods, 
power outages, windstorms, droughts) using personal examples, if possible 

o the failure of the Ford government to acknowledge the climate emergency or take 
action to reduce emissions when the IPCC/scientists/citizen groups all over the world 
are raising the alarm  

o the expansion of highways; the destruction of wetlands, forests… 
 

• And finally, your letter should say what you want done about it: 
o Defeat the Ford government for the sake of our grandchildren/future generations/the 

planet 
o Demand an end to MZOs, policies that expand suburban sprawl, the expansion of fossil 

gas electricity generation plants…  

Here is a sample letter to the editor.  Copy the Premier (premier@ontario.ca) if you don’t mind receiving 
a stock response (or none at all). 

To the editor 

Paper (journal) email address 

I am a senior concerned about future generations; i.e., I want them to have a future on a livable planet. 
The Premier of Ontario, who is seeking re-election, clearly has no interest in reducing emissions; and the 
federal government, for all their talk, is equally culpable. 



If our governments do not act responsibly to phase out fossil fuels by speeding up the implementation of 
renewable energy, the climate catastrophes we are witnessing will become insurmountable. I am 
prepared to fight for a just transition and vote for a government in Ontario that takes the climate 
emergency seriously. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Every newspaper has its own list of required information.  Check their website.)   

 


