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About 100,00 people in Ontario contract COVID-19 each day with the current 

wave of infections driven by waning immunity, the highly infectious BA.2 variant, 

and lifting of public health measures such as mask mandates.  

The Ford government has defended its approach and has no plans to re-

introduce mask mandates even though studies have shown the effectiveness of 

mask mandates to reduce COVID-19 transmission. This has raised understandable 

suspicions that the Ford government is ignoring advice from public health experts 

as it has done in the past.  

The high COVID-19 infection rates will undoubtedly increase the number of 

hospitalizations and deaths although there is considerable uncertainty about the 

magnitude of these increases. What is certain is that the COVID-19 infections in 

healthcare workers are as high as they were during the last wave, and this will 

reduce the ability the ability of the overburdened public healthcare system to 

care for patients needing treatment.  

https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/update-on-covid-19-projections-19/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/update-on-covid-19-projections-19/
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 But why is our healthcare system so overburdened? Part of the answer is 

the high number of COVID-19 infections. But, in addition, the Ford government 

has weakened the public healthcare system by cutting its funding. For example, 

funding for mental health was cut by $350 million, increased funding to hospitals 

was lower than the rate of inflation, and astonishingly, the Ford government 

underspent the 20/21 budget allocation for healthcare by $4.5 billion during the 

pandemic. Because the Ford government has ignored advice from experts and cut 

funding to the public healthcare system, more people became ill, more surgeries 

were postponed, and more people needlessly died in Ontario. 

 In dealing with climate change, the Ford government has also ignored the 

advice of experts and made bad decisions. According to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change Sixth Report, prepared by a large international group of 

climate scientists and other experts, heat trapping greenhouse gas emissions and 

air pollution can be reduced through clean energy, clean transport, and climate 

resilient urban planning.  

Air pollution is a significant problem globally and in Canada. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) has identified air pollution as the single largest 

environmental health risk. In Ontario, air pollution is estimated to kill 6,600 

https://www.fao-on.org/en/Blog/Publications/BOU-WI2022
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.224295
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.224295
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/2021-health-effects-indoor-air-pollution.html
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people per year and cost $120 billion annually for Canada. Policies that reduce 

combustion of fossil fuels will combat global warming, reduce air pollution levels, 

and will benefit our health. But this is not what the Ford government has done. 

For example, in 2018 the Ford government cancelled, at a cost of $230 

million dollars, 758 renewable energy projects that would have produced clean 

energy. In 2020 the Ontario Progressive Conservative government spent $2.8 

billion to buy three natural gas plants, a decision that will increase greenhouse 

gas emissions and worsen air pollution for the next 20 years.  

Instead of climate resilient urban planning, the Ford government will 

contribute to urban sprawl by building 413, a 50-kilometer highway stretching 

from 401 in the west, near Milton, to highway 400 in the east, near Kleinberg. The 

government has exempted it from an environmental assessment and has used 

Ministerial Zoning Orders undermining the province’s own policy outlined in the 

Growth Plan for the Golden Horseshoe. If built, there will be more urban sprawl, 

more people will commute to work and will need to drive around town by car 

producing more greenhouse gases and higher levels of air pollution.  

In November 2021, Ontario’s Auditor General assessed the Ford 

government’s climate plan and determined that it will decrease Ontario’s 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/2021-health-effects-indoor-air-pollution.html
file:///C:/Users/npark/Desktop/April_27_2021/Sep_2018_backup/climate%20change%20articles/op_ed_Toronto_star_April4_2022/%5d%20https:/www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2019/11/19/fords-cancellation-of-renewable-energy-projects-to-cost-at-least-231m.html
file:///C:/Users/npark/Desktop/April_27_2021/Sep_2018_backup/climate%20change%20articles/op_ed_Toronto_star_April4_2022/%5d%20https:/www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2019/11/19/fords-cancellation-of-renewable-energy-projects-to-cost-at-least-231m.html
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/05/07/news/ontarios-purchase-natural-gas-plants-will-cost-ratepayers-and-environment-critics
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/arreports/en21/AR_LandUse_en21.pdf
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/arreports/en21/ENV_FU_ClimateChange_en21.pdf
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/arreports/en21/ENV_FU_ClimateChange_en21.pdf
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emissions by only 3.4 megatonnes, far below the 30 percent target set by the 

Ontario government of 17.6 megatonnes, and even further below the target of 40 

percent set by the government of Canada. 

Both in healthcare and in climate change, the Ford government has ignored 

expert advice, and made poor decisions. As a result, more Ontario residents will 

become ill, will miss work, will die, and the health of the planet will suffer. The 

Ford government is going in the wrong direction. 
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https://www.breakfasttelevision.ca/videos/dr-peter-juni-on-what-ontario-

needs-to-be-doing-amid-the-6th-wave/ 

https://torontolife.com/city/andrew-morris-science-advisory-table-doug-

ford-government-ignored-covid-recommendations/ 

 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2022/03/22/is-covid-surging-or-

declining-in-the-gta-use-our-map-to-see-wastewater-trends-for-your-area.html 

 

https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/update-on-covid-19-

projections-19/ 

April 14 science advisory table update 

https://www.fao-on.org/en/Blog/Publications/BOU-WI2022 

Financial accountability office of Ontario. Budget deficit exceed to be lower 

than government projection 

] https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2019/11/19/fords-

cancellation-of-renewable-energy-projects-to-cost-at-least-231m.html 
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https://torontolife.com/city/andrew-morris-science-advisory-table-doug-ford-government-ignored-covid-recommendations/
https://torontolife.com/city/andrew-morris-science-advisory-table-doug-ford-government-ignored-covid-recommendations/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2022/03/22/is-covid-surging-or-declining-in-the-gta-use-our-map-to-see-wastewater-trends-for-your-area.html
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