
With transportation being the biggest 
source of greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHGs) in Ontario, accounting for 
35%1, one would think that Ford’s 
climate plan would tackle this major 
source. And with the bulk of Ontario’s 
transportation emissions (20%) arising 
from personal vehicle use, perhaps 
improved public transit would be key 
to emission reduction?

Ontario needs affordable and reliable 
transit that gets people to where they 
want to go. This will convince people 
to leave their cars at home. It will 
create walkable communities with 
better access to jobs and affordable 
housing, and which do not pave over 
farmland. 

But transit 
barely figures 
in Ford’s 
climate plan. 
Nor does equity 
seem to matter. 
Ford scrapped 
the cap-and-
trade program 
that would 
have yielded 
funds needed 
to improve 
public transit. 

Ford killed the planned doubling (from 
2 cents per litre to 4 cents by 2021) 
of the municipal share of Ontario’s 
gas tax revenue. The only mention of 
transit in Ford’s climate plan is for GO-
transit expansion, estimated to result 
in only a .1 Megatonne (Mt) reduction 
in emissions by 2030. The Auditor 
General of Ontario noted that the 
reductions were “likely to be minimal.”2 

Ford prefers transit plans that give him 
photo opportunities. Instead of offering 
funding to make transit more affordable 
and frequent – and funding for safe bike 
lanes - Ford dreams of mega-projects. 
His centrepiece plans of four transit 
lines for Toronto will cost $28.5 billion.3 
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None of these mega-projects are 
included in Ford’s climate plan because 
none of them will exist until sometime 
in the next decade.4 So now we have 
to wait years for better transit and Ford 
gets to announce that he’s spending 
billions. But the mega-bills won’t all 
come due for years, by which time 
they’ll likely be some other premier’s 
problem. In the meantime, streets will 
become even more congested and 
unsafe while riders spend hours trying 
to get to work.

Many of Ford’s schemes jettisoned 
projects that had been years in the 

making, wasting5 costly planning and 
approvals. His subway plans would use 
enormous volumes of cement and metal. 
Subways embody 27 times6 the amount 
of carbon than above-ground rail, such 
as light rail technology (LRT). It will take 
decades7 make up for the carbon burden 
generated by their construction. 

We need transit plans that recognize the 
urgency of climate-friendly mobility and 
emission reduction. We need funding 
that builds equity and mobility. We need 
well planned, cost-effective networks of 
protected bike lanes, electric buses and 
LRT lines.
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