
The Greenbelt Act, passed by the 
McGuinty government in 2005, is 
intended to provide the Greenbelt 
with regulatory protection from 
urban development pressure due to 
population growth. While protecting 
prime agricultural land is its primary 
purpose, it is actually a bundle of other 
key elements to also protect rural 
area, wetlands, forests, watersheds 
and heritage sites. This includes 
sensitive ecological and hydrological 
features, such as the Niagara 
Escarpment and the Oak Ridges 
Moraine.

It was accompanied by the 
creation of the Greenbelt 
Foundation, an arms-length 
citizens’ body designed to 
monitor the protection of the 
Greenbelt.

Half the population of the 
province’s freshwater comes 
from the Greenbelt. It provides 
71 million tonnes of carbon 
offsets, 2 million acres of 
protected land, 721,000 acres of 
wetlands, grasslands and forest.1

The Ford Claim
The Ford government has used 
Ministerial Zoning Orders (MZOs) 
a record 43 times2 in order 

to circumvent legislated regulatory 
protections, most outrageously in the 
Greenbelt.

It has announced a plan to build 
Highway 413, a major east-west 
highway expansion from Highway 
400 to 403, 50 kms to the west.  It 
announced it as “part of Ontario’s plan 
to expand highways and public transit 
across the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
to fight congestion, create jobs and 
prepare for the massive population 
growth expected in the next 30 years.”3 
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1  https://www.greenbelt.ca/learn 
 
2  As of March 2021.  
See https://www.thespec.com/opinion/contributors/2021/03/15/ford-government-making-frequent-use-of-mzos.html 
 
3  https://www.highway413.ca

Paving the Greenbelt:  
Who pays? Who profits? 



The intention is explicitly to pave 
the agricultural lands, wetlands, 
and forests of the Greenbelt to 
accommodate urban sprawl and 
give developers a free pass to 
maximize profits.

The PC party has received donations 
from developers who own 39 properties 
covering 3300 acres along this 
highway’s proposed route. It used 
the pandemic as an excuse to fast-
track Highway 413 construction by 
exempting it (mainly through MZOs) 
from the normal environmental 
assessment process and by overruling 
environmental concerns.

The Counterclaim
The municipal councils of Halton Hills, 
Orangeville, Vaughan, Brampton, 
Mississauga, King, Toronto and 
Markham have all voted against 
this highway based on the facts that 
Highway 413 would pave over 3400 
hectares of farmland and take at least 
$6 billion from public transit funding. 
Wildlife movement would be blocked 

and thousands of animals killed as 
a result.  Greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions would increase significantly 
and air quality would be severely 
compromised. 

David Crombie, a Tory and chair of the 
Greenbelt Council, resigned in protest of 
the Ford government passing legislation 
in the form of omnibus bills and in 
disregarding the expert opinions of 
environmental organizations.

The People First/Climate 
First solution
   Respect the regulatory protections 

put in place by the Greenbelt Act.
   Stop issuing MZOs to circumvent 

citizen groups and municipal 
governments.

   Stop new highway development 
to reduce climate breakdown and 
keep large industrial infrastructure 
out of farmlands and forests.

   Invest in regional rapid transit to 
help communities develop smarter, 
denser housing and businesses. 


