
To avoid catastrophic climate 
breakdown, Ontario needs to move 
quickly to a nimble, green electricity 
system -- solar and wind power. This 
means moving away from today’s 
hulking, centralized generation that 
depends on aging, expensive nuclear 
plants. 

We used to depend on coal. Ontario, 
however, has been a leader in 
shuttering those dirty, climate-
corroding plants.  We’re better off 
because of that. We now need to take 
the next step by turning 
away from natural gas 
generation. Gas is a 
sure-fire way to keep on 
frying our planet. Moving 
to solar and wind power 
will signal a shift to a 
nimble, thousand-points-
of-light system.  

Ford Heads in the  
Wrong Direction
Soon after taking office 
in 2018, Doug Ford tore 
up Ontario’s 758 clean 
energy contracts.1 Four 
of five were for solar 

power.2 Most were sponsored by local 
non-profit community organizations 
-- municipalities, school boards and 
hospitals. A fine opportunity, they had 
hoped, to do their bit, saving money 
while lowering their carbon footprints. 
Many Indigenous communities had 
wanted to cut their power energy costs 
while fighting energy poverty.3 

Solar energy generates less than 
about 1% of installed capacity, 
so Ontario has vast potential for 
improvement.4  

Stopping green power:  
Dimming the Solar Power Lights
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1  “Inside Ontario’s Clean Energy Contract Cancellations”: https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/inside-ontari-
os-clean-energy-contract-cancellations-uncertainty-and-optimis 
 
2  A list of the cancelled contracts can be found here:  
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/49725/large-renewable-procurement-and-feed-in-tariff-contracts 
 
3  For a review of the disproportional impact on Indigenous People see:  
https://www.oktlaw.com/cancellation-of-renewable-energy-contracts-disproportionately-hits-first-nations-and-local-communities/   
 
4  See: https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/energy-markets/provincial-territorial-energy-profiles/provincial-territorial-ener-
gy-profiles-ontario.html#s1 



Ottawa’s Emissions Reduction Plan 
(ERP)5 recognizes that by 2050 
Canada will need two to three times 
today’s electrical generating capacity 
to meet our national emission reduction 
commitments.6 So the ERP requires 
a new, net-zero electricity sector by 
2035.

But electricity generation is under 
provincial jurisdiction. A net-zero 
electricity grid will depend on Canada’s 
provincial premiers. By trashing the 
cheapest, greenest electricity options, 
Ford has bet on fossil fuels and 
nuclear power. The result? A steep 
decline in investment in climate-friendly 
renewables. This will make Ford’s own, 
already inadequate, 2030 emission 
reduction targets far beyond reach.

Locking in Fossil and 
Nuclear Dependency
After abandoning renewables in 2018, 
the Ford government bought four 
gas-fired electrical generating plants 
for nearly $3 billion. It now plans to 
expand gas-fired power generation, 
so that their Greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions will skyrocket by some 
375% by 2030 and 600% by 2040!7 
This expansion is tied to Ford’s plans 
to spend $28.8 billion on expensive 
and environmentally damaging nuclear 
plants that are so frequently closed for 

repair that they need gas plant back-up.

To lock in his preferences for climate-
destroying fossil plants, Ford’s 2021 Bill 
276 actually directed the Ontario Energy 
Board to stop promoting renewable 
energy. Meanwhile renewable energy 
is getting cheaper. Local utilities 
are learning more about managing 
decentralized, thousand-points- of-light 
power systems. 

“Ontario is slamming the door to what 
is widely seen as the technological and 
economic leading edge,” explained 
York University environmental studies 
professor Mark Winfield. “Other than in 
ideological terms, it doesn’t make any 
sense.”8 

The Alternative: Put Climate 
and People First

Stopping climate breakdown requires a 
Climate and People First Energy System 
Action Plan. Which means:9 

  PUTTING CONSERVATION FIRST 
– Energy we don’t consume is 
cheap and doesn’t hurt the planet. 
Efficiency and conservation are 
the cheapest energy sources. We 
have the technical potential to 
cut our electricity demand by half 
before 2040.10 

5  See: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2022/03/2030-emissions-reduction-plan--canadas-next-
steps-for-clean-air-and-a-strong-economy.html 
 
6  See: https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/climate-change/erp/Canada-2030-Emissions-Reduc-
tion-Plan-eng.pdf, p.40, footnote 10. 
 
7  See:  
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Zero-Emissions-Report-2022-feb-25-v_02.pdf, p.3 
 
8  See:  
https://www.theenergymix.com/2021/04/28/ontario-creates-innovation-wasteland-with-latest-renewables-rollback-critic-warns/ 
 
9  Based on “The Future is Renewable; Switch Ontario to 100% Renewable Energy” http://www.100reontario.org 
 
10  See: Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, 2018 Energy Conservation Report, Vol 1, p315 reference to IESO studies on 
long-term conservation at footnote 33: https://auditor.on.ca/en/content/reporttopics/envreports/env18/Making-Connections.pdf



  EMPOWERING ONTARIANS – 
Switching to renewable energy 
will mean moving towards 
that thousand-points- of-light, 
decentralized system. Citizens 
and schools, municipalities 
and Indigenous communities 
can become energy producers. 
This localized system will boost 
public support for green power 
that provides more local jobs.

  BUILDING RESILIENT 
COMMUNITIES – Violent, volatile 
weather is coming. Indeed, it’s 
here. Ice storms. Devastating 
floods. Withering heat waves. 
Local power systems don’t just 
depend on a handful of giant 
power plants to keep the lights 
on. Communities need the tools 
to go renewable.

  SEIZING RENEWABLE 
ENERGY OPPORTUNITIES – 
Renewable energy and smart 
grid technologies are getting 
cheaper. Ontario needs a plan 
to take advantage of clean 

energy innovations, cutting our 
energy bill while reducing GHG 
emissions.

  KEEPING THE NUCLEAR 
INDUSTRY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RISKS AND COSTS – A massive 
barrier to switching to renewable 
energy is the Ford government’s 
plan to waste billions on keeping 
aging nuclear reactors operating. 
We need to replace those reactors 
with renewables. We also need a 
full and fair comparison. Nuclear 
behemoths? Efficient, green 
renewables? The public needs to 
have a say.

  LESS POLLUTION – Communities 
fought big gas plants for good 
reason. They pollute. We need 
cleaner air. Renewable power can 
provide it.

  CUTTING CARBON – Natural  
gas (methane) is in many ways  
as harmful as coal. It’s no 
solution to climate breakdown. 
Renewables are.


