
SCAN! Ontario Election 2022 Toolkit 

Let’s get active in this election.  Keep climate on the table. 

Here are seven things you can do.  Details follow below. 

1. Attend rallies and share information about rallies in your part of the province.  
2. Write letters to your local newspaper.   
3. Attend all-candidates meetings or write the candidates in your riding and ask questions.   
4. Distribute leaflets that SCAN! will provide – or create your own from SCAN! election materials. 
5. Amplify information from our FB page and Twitter account.  
6. Participate in SCAN! street theatre events. 
7. Spread the word about Ford’s Climate Crimes, Ten Climate Reasons to Defeat Ford and the 

Themes and Messages of SCAN!’s Ontario Election Team. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  Attend Rallies and Share information about Them 

Note them in your calendar and check for updates on Facebook, Twitter and the website. 

Send us your events and photos to: info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org  

• April 22 Earth Day 

• Ontario Climate Emergency Campaign (OCEC) climate action plan launch Wednesday, April 27th, 
at 9 AM   

• May 1 International Workers’ Day: Ontario Federation of Labour rallies.  Check for one close to 
you.  In Toronto, rally and march: Queen’s Park, 2 PM 

• May 3 Climate Crimes Campaign Launch Webinar, 7 PM 

• May 4 The writ drops.  May the fourth be with us. 

• May 11 Rally in Port Hope – riding of David Piccini, Minister of the Environment  

• May 12 Breathing Lands (Ring of Fire) webinar  

• May 14 Rally and march in Toronto at Queen’s Park 1:00 – 3:00 PM  

• June 2 Vote Ford Out! 

 
2. Write Letters to the Editor of Your Local Newspaper 

Guiding Principles  

Letters to the editor of national, regional or local papers and other news media can have a powerful 
impact. Outside the GTA, you are more likely to get yours printed, so please write to your local news 

mailto:info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org
https://www.ontarioclimateemergency.ca/
https://ofl.ca/event/may-1/


media. Try to keep your letters short and reasonably courteous. Copy SCAN! 
info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org so we can upload some of your published letters to the web site.   

Even though many papers limit you to 150 words or so, a strong letter ideally has three parts:   

• Say who you are:  
o a parent/grandparent, with children/grandchildren about whose future you are 

concerned;  
o a retired teacher;  
o former healthcare worker;  
o health and safety representative;  
o public servant, etc. 

 

• Say what you are concerned about and why, for example:   
o the impacts we are already seeing from climate change (unpredictable weather, floods, 

power outages, windstorms, droughts) using personal examples, if possible 
o the failure of the Ford government to acknowledge the climate emergency or take 

action to reduce emissions when the IPCC/scientists/citizen groups all over the world 
are raising the alarm  

o the expansion of highways; the destruction of wetlands, forests… 
 

• And finally, your letter should say what you want done about it: 
o Defeat the Ford government for the sake of our grandchildren/future generations/the 

planet 
o Demand an end to MZOs, policies that expand suburban sprawl, the expansion of fossil 

gas electricity generation plants…  

Here is a sample letter to the editor.  Copy the Premier (premier@ontario.ca) if you don’t mind receiving 
a stock response (or none at all). 

To the editor 

Paper (journal) email address 

I am a senior concerned about future generations; i.e., I want them to have a future on a livable planet. 
The Premier of Ontario, who is seeking re-election, clearly has no interest in reducing emissions; and the 
federal government, for all their talk, is equally culpable. 

If our governments do not act responsibly to phase out fossil fuels by speeding up the implementation of 
renewable energy, the climate catastrophes we are witnessing will become insurmountable. I am 
prepared to fight for a just transition and vote for a government in Ontario that takes the climate 
emergency seriously. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Every newspaper has its own list of required information.  Check their website.)   
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3. Attend All-Candidates Meetings or Write the Candidates 

Here are some brief questions for candidates: 

a. What is your party’s position on small nuclear reactors? 
b. What is your party’s plan to phase out fossil fuels? 
c. In what way does your party propose to support renewable energy? 
d. How does your party intend to prevent further urban sprawl? 

The following questions are longer and more specific.  Use the ones about issues that matter to you 
most. 

1. On the Climate Emergency: 
a. What is Ontario’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions; and does it match the 

commitment under the Paris Agreement made by our federal government?  What 
progress has been made to meet those reduction targets by the current/Ford 
government? 

b. What plans does your party have to reduce Ontario’s GHG emissions and help people 
and communities adapt to the effects of climate change; for example, to disruptions 
in food supply, heat waves or torrential flooding? 
 

2. On Health Care: 
a. Particulate pollution, primarily from fossil fuel powered vehicles and industry, kills 

over 6,000 people in Ontario each year from chronic diseases like asthma and cancer.  
If elected, what would you do to address this? 

 
b. Crises like the pandemic or the fires and floods caused by climate change show that 

our healthcare system, including mental health services, is underfunded and 
underpaid.  Bill 124, limits wage increases to 1%.  Do you support that measure?  

 
3. On Housing: 

a. What policies would you advance to make housing in Ontario both more affordable 
and less of a contributor to GHG emissions?   

b. Are you an advocate of modifying the building code in Ontario to include stricter 
standards to reduce GHG emissions? What aspects of the code would you improve? 

c. Urban sprawl, which the proposed Highway 413 and Bradford Bypass will increase  
will result in more GHG emissions.  This in turn will cause air and water pollution and 
destroy natural and agricultural ecosystems.  Do you in support these projects?  What 
alternatives do you propose to handle the growing population of the GTA?   
 

4. On Energy, including Electricity, Supply and Costs: 
a. Close to 80% of the energy used in industry, transport and buildings in Ontario comes 

from fossil fuels.  What is your plan to end the use of fossil fuels in these sectors? 
b. When the current/Ford government was elected in 2018, it promised to reduce 

electricity bills by 18% which has not happened.  What policies would you implement 
to reduce the cost of electricity and increase its supply without adding to GHG 
emissions? 



c. The current/Ford government cancelled projects for renewable sources of energy and 
purchased more gas-powered plants in 2020 that are increasing our GHG emissions.  
What are your views on that policy?  

d. Nuclear power in Ontario has come at a very high price from cost overruns to 
refurbishment and the still unresolved problem of nuclear waste disposal.  Are you in 
favour of this policy; or do you think that renewable sources like hydro from Quebec, 
wind, solar and geothermal are a better and less costly solution? 

 
5. On Transportation: 

a. Transportation is the largest source of GHG emissions in Ontario.  What steps would 
you take to reduce those emissions?  What effect do you think the current/Ford 
government’s rescinding of license plate fees and lowering of the provincial tax on 
gasoline will have on GHG emissions?  

b. What is your party’s policy on the construction of the 413 and the Bradford bypass 
highways?  What do you think are better ways to reduce congestion or foster 
economic growth?  
 

6. On Indigenous Rights: 
a. Are you prepared to advocate for the adoption and full implementation of the United 

Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the Government of 
Ontario? 

b. Will you ensure that First Nations in Ontario are not just ‘”consulted” on all 
developments proposed or licensed on their territories; but ensure they give free, 
prior and Informed consent to projects – whether in mining, forestry, industry or 
conservation?  

c. The mercury poisoning of the First Nations of Grassy Narrows and their English 
Wagagoon River has been going on for over 60 years.  If your party forms 
government, will you commit to finally cleaning up that river? 
 

7. On Ecosystem Restoration and Biodiversity 
a. People all across Ontario will not survive climate change without clean water and 

sustainable ecosystems.  Science has shown that urban sprawl negatively impacts the 
purity of water.  What will your party do to restore and upgrade the ecosystems of 
Ontario and the species that inhabit them? 

b. What is your policy on the exploitation of water by companies like Nestle? 
 

8. On Agriculture and Food Supply In Ontario 
a. Crises disrupt supply chains as we’ve seen in the pandemic, the floods in B.C. last 

summer, and the war in Ukraine.  What policies does your party propose to foster 
more agricultural and food production in Ontario? 

b. Agriculture is often a source of GHG emissions.  What programs would you propose to 
reduce such emissions in Ontario? What would you do to support regenerative 
agriculture in Ontario and/or: What would you do to ensure that Ontario farms 
produce more of Ontario’s food needs? 

c. How would you encourage an increase in urban agriculture? 

 



9. On Inequality: 
a. Inequality is now at extreme levels in Ontario with terrible consequences for the 

health, education and opportunity for over one-third of the population.  Please 
compare the plans of your party and those of the current/Ford government to 
address this problem – viewed as the third great crisis of our time along with the 
pandemic and climate change? 

b. It is well known that the least advantaged in society suffer the most during major 
crises like the pandemic and climate disasters.  What policies does your party propose 
to ameliorate such suffering? 
 

10.  On Governing Transparency and Accountability: 
a. One of the first steps taken by the current /Ford government after the 2018 election 

was to abolish the Office of the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario.  In your 
opinion, what effect did it have on the public’s awareness of the climate emergency?  
What effect did it have on the government’s failure to reduce GHG emissions?  What 
effect did it have on Ontario’s doing its share to meet Canada’s commitment to limit 
global warming under the Paris Agreement? 

b. The current/Ford government frequently employs omnibus bills and Ministerial 
Zoning Orders that obscure or override laws and regulations, which they often depict 
as just “red tape” rather than policies enacted for the public good.  Do you agree with 
that governing strategy; or will you commit to ending the use of such measures? 

c. I would like to hear your views on the electoral system in Ontario.  Are you in favour 
of the current ‘first-past-the-post’ system which enables a party with less that a 
majority of the votes in the Province to govern?  If not, what alternative do you 
support? 

d. If a minority government emerges from this election, how do you propose to work 
with other parties to ensure that good climate policies and socially progressive 
programs are developed and implemented during the tenure of the next government? 

 

* Ask the candidates in your riding to pledge support for the Climate Action Plan developed by the 
Ontario Climate Emergency Campaign that SCAN! helped develop and has endorsed. You can find their 
toolkit here. 

 

4. Distribute Leaflets and Buttons for the Campaign 
 

We will have a supply of a leaflet for members to distribute at climate rallies.  You can also print your 
own.  Send an e-mail to: lybaspring@sympatico.ca for the file.  If you live outside the GTA and want a 
supply of buttons to wear when you distribute leaflets, e-mail: Janet Patterson 
janetllpatterson@gmail.com  

 
 

5. Amplify SCAN!’s messages on Social Media 
 

Share informative articles and events on FB and retweet items on Twitter; for example, World Days 
graphics. 
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6. Participate in SCAN! Street Theatre Events 

The Culture and Innovative Tactics Committee (CITC) has created some exciting ideas for street theatre.  
They can be used at rallies, outside subway stations, in parks…  If you are interested in using some of 
these materials or participating, contact Ginny Thomson: danavirginiathomson@gmail.com  

 

7.  Spread the Word to Friends and Family 

For some guidance on having conversations about the climate in this election: 

1. Watch the videos from ClimateFast on kitchen-table conversations 
2. See the toolkit on planning climate conversations from the Green Resilience Project   

Use Ford’s Climate Crimes, Ten Climate Reasons to Defeat Ford and the Ontario Election Team’s 
Themes and Messages (below) to discuss the election with friends, family and colleagues or to create 
your own materials and questions for candidates. 

Themes Sample messages 

Ford’s actions are making the 
climate emergency worse. 

Ford is adding fuel to a ‘code red’ world. Vote him out 

We can’t afford Ford The climate can’t afford Ford—neither can we.   

or 

The Ford government has misspent our taxes and shortchanged our future. 

Seniors stand for future 
generations 

A pledge to our grandchildren. In this election we’ll vote for climate action.  

or 

It is seniors’ responsibility to defend future generations. 

Climate action is about 
health,  

housing and jobs 

In this election there is a choice:  A safe climate and good health care or Doug Ford. 

or 

In this election there is a choice: A safe climate and affordable housing or Doug Ford. 

or 

In this election there is a choice: A safe climate and good jobs or Doug Ford. 
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Nature is crying out for 
indigenous 

 Rights and Leadership 

We can’t address the climate crisis without the stewardship of Indigenous People. 

 

Here are the Ten Climate Reasons to Defeat Ford. They can be incorporated into placards. (For more 
details, click here.) 

1. Ford’s climate plan is not meant to reduce emissions 

2. Ford is committed to fossil fuels 

3. Ford’s bad energy choices threaten our future 

4. Ford lets big greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters off the hook 

5. Ford rewards big electricity users, while families pay the price 

6. Ford’s health care cuts increase climate health risks 

7. Ford is destroying the biosphere: forests and peatlands are on the list 

8. Ford is paving over wetlands and pushing urban sprawl 

9. Ford is undermining climate democracy with omnibus bills and MZOs 

10. Ford ignores Indigenous Peoples' rights 

 

 

THANK YOU!   

Together, we can make a difference. 
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