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Standing in solidarity with the Wet’suwet’en  
 

Seniors for Climate Action! stands in solidarity with Wet’suwet’en hereditary 

leadership, matriarchs and land defenders as they assert their sovereignty and resist 

Coastal Gas Link(CGL) construction of a pipeline through their territory threatening 

the Wedzin Kwa river.  

 

We condemn this third invasion of Wet’suwet’en territory and arrests of matriarchs, 

land defenders, journalists and legal observers by militarized RCMP units at the 

behest of CGL and the BC provincial government in blatant violation of Wet’suwet’en 

law, and BC’s own legislation implementing the UN Declaration of the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) which requires free, prior informed consent (FPIC).  

For nearly ten years, Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Leaders have made it clear they want 

no pipelines on the Wet’suwet’en Yintah – their traditional territory. Hereditary 

chiefs of all 5 clans have confirmed the Wet'suwet'en nation's opposition to the CGL 

natural gas pipeline project in the Bahtlats/ Feast hall, in accordance with 

Wet'suwet'en law. The nation’s sovereignty and rights over its unceded traditional 

lands were confirmed in a landmark 1997 ruling of the Supreme Court of Canada. 

The provincial government’s authorization of permits for construction of the CGL 

pipeline arises from the racist Doctrine of Discovery and the claims to underlying title 

to lands have never been the province's to grant. The injunction against the protesters 
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was granted to Coastal GasLink based on these false presumptions, creating a legal 

house of cards. 

 

To address both the ongoing legacy of colonial violence and the climate crisis, 

indigenous rights and sovereignty must be respected, especially FPIC when extractive 

industries try to exploit resources or build environmentally threatening infrastructure 

on indigenous territories. 

Unless an immediate retreat of the RCMP is implemented and the injunction order 

lifted, the federal government’s tacit approval of these acts will stand as proof not 

only of the shallow nature of their stated commitment to Indigenous rights and 

reconciliation, but also the hollowness of PM Trudeau’s statement at the recent COP-

26 that Canada will take a ‘leadership role in the fight against climate change.’ 

 

We commit and call on others to: 

-  Support the Wet’suwet’en’s struggle materially with financial contributions and/or 

actions. Donations of  money, supplies and physically standing with land defenders 

are needed. 

 

- Call for an immediate cancellation by the RCMP of the arbitrary exclusion zones, 

which constitute an automatic criminalization of Indigenous people’s rights to be on 

their territory. 

 

- Call on Coastal GasLink to drop all charges against the 29 people arrested on 

November 18 and 19, 2021. 

 

- Support the November 18th call by Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, Union of BC Indian 

Chiefs, for BC and Canada to uphold Indigenous Title and Rights, including the right 

to self-determination, and to institute a moratorium on fossil fuel expansion in the 

wake of clear and present climate catastrophe. 



 

- Call on Canada to end the use of injunctions against First Nations in light of their 

constitutional rights and Section 15 Charter rights for equality under the law. 

 

- Call on BC to cancel the permits for the CGL pipeline. The LNG industry has 

benefited from $6.35 billion in provincial and federal subsidies, yet the profits will all 

be private.   

 

 

Pramila Aggarwal, Sherry Hillman and  

John Huot. 

Indigenous Solidarity committee on behalf of  

SCAN! ( Seniors for Climate Action Now! ) 

https://www.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org 
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