CLIMATE CRIMES

TEN
Climate Reasons
to Defeat Ford
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Introduction
In the months leading up to COP 26, a series of comprehensive reports detailed the
severity of the climate emergency. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) documented the physical science basis of the crisis. The International Energy
Agency shocked industry and rattled governments with its 180 degrees, about turn
on fossil fuels. And the United Nations, in report after report, lamented government
failings.
The conclusions of the reports were unambiguous. Governments have to act quickly
and decisively to:
1. Stop fossil fuel expansion.
2. Rapidly phase-out the production and burning of fossil fuels; and
3. Invest heavily and rapidly in renewable energy.
The reports described a frightening situation, pointing to a climate crisis leading to an
“unimaginable and unforgiving” world.
Perhaps the most famous quote of 2021 was from the UN General Secretary who
said:
“This is ‘code red’ for humanity. The alarm bells are deafening, and the evidence is
irrefutable.”
The documented evidence has been reinforced by the evidence of our own
experience. In Ontario, tornadoes and forest fires that raged out of control. We
watched in desperation at the destruction in Lytton BC and the floods, droughts and
deaths.
New climate terms entered our vocabularies as we talked about heat domes,
atmospheric rivers, and climate anxiety. Climate records are routinely broken and
extremes have become the new normal.

An economic model driving climate breakdown
In November, 2021, countries from around the world convened in Glasgow, at COP
26, in an effort to avert, or at least forestall, climate catastrophe. The result was the
Glasgow Climate Pact, and, for all its failings, the Pact is a desperate plea.
It “expresses alarm and utmost concern” and “emphasizes the urgency of scaling up
action and support”. The language is meant to galvanize action.
While negotiators from countries around the world were trying to forge a climate
consensus in Glasgow, the Ford government was back home, adding fuel to the fire.
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In November, 2021, the Ontario government released its Economic Outlook. In its
198 pages, the words ‘climate emergency’ and ‘climate crisis’ never appear. The word
‘growth’ appears 193 times.
Climate plans are often fuelled by a government’s economic perspective. Behind
Ford’s climate failings is an economic perspective that can be expressed in three
quotes.
The first is from the Premier:
	“If we had the chance to get rid of all the windmills, we would…terrible, terrible
wind turbines.”
The second quote is from Ford’s third environment minister:
	“This idea that the government can regulate and legislate its way to net zero, or
to combat climate change, is an absolute fallacy.”
The third quote is from the finance minister in his November 2021 Finance statement:
“We are ready to build bigger. We are ready to build faster than ever before.”
The triad of influences behind the government’s climate plan are first, Ford’s personal
support of fossil fuels. Second, a pro-business ideology. And third, a commitment to
unsustainable growth.
The Conservative government’s economic model, with its fossil first, business first,
and growth first priorities, is accelerating the climate crisis.

Climate Crimes
On February 27, 2022 the IPCC delivered a stark warning about the deepening
climate crisis. The report, referred to as an ‘atlas of human suffering’ is, according
to the UN General Secretary, “a damning indictment” and a “criminal abdication” of
global leadership.
That damning indictment should fall heavily on Premier’s Ford’s shoulders. The
Ontario government is guilty of criminal abdication. The Ford government is
knowingly and willfully failing to act on the climate crisis. The government’s actions,
through legislation and programs, are contrary to the evidence of science and our
own experience of the climate emergency. The Ford government’s climate crimes are
contributing to climate breakdown.
The charge sheet is a long one. The government’s actions:
		provide cover for vested interests who prolong the reign of climate destroying,
fossil fuels.
	favour powerful land developers over citizens who are trying to protect natural
ecosystems.

3

reward big greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters.
	promote mega resource extraction projects over the sustainable development
demands of Indigenous Peoples.
force more Ontario seniors and families into energy poverty.
jeopardize our health through exposure to toxic GHG pollution and,
	reinforce a legacy of environmental racism that puts racialized communities in
harms way.
The Ford government promotes urban sprawl rather than sustainable communities,
highways over public transit, nuclear power over renewable energy, gas pipelines and
gas-fired electricity plants over solar and wind.
There is growing pressure for a green criminology. Internationally, groups are urging
the International Criminal Court to add ecocide, the mass damage and destruction
of ecosystems, to its list of crimes. Legal scholars and climate activists in a
number of countries, are working to change national laws to ensure that individuals
and governments who are responsible for acts or decisions that lead to severe
environmental harm are liable to criminal prosecution.
But those changes are still in the future. The Ford government will avoid criminal
prosecution. Instead, his climate crimes—criminal negligence, knowingly causing
harm, ignoring irrefutable evidence-- need to be heard in the court of public opinion.
In this climate emergency, governments need to be held to account through public
pressure and election decisions.
Seniors for Climate Action Now, (SCAN!) has reviewed the Ford government’s
record on the climate emergency. We have concluded that Ford’s actions are a
disaster for the country. We have identified over thirty actions and decisions that
contribute to climate catastrophe. The evidence we have compiled is presented as
a series of individual exhibits. Each one is damning on its own, but taken together,
they provide overwhelming and alarming evidence that the Ford government is
aiding and abetting the breakdown of our climate. In an effort to bring the numerous
climate crimes together we have grouped them in ten climate reasons to defeat
Ford. In each section there are hyperlinks to separate, short documents that provide
greater detail about the issues involved and how a People and Climate First plan
would address them.
When Ford came to power, there were 12 years to 2030. By the time of the election,
in June 2022, he will have squandered 4 of them. There are only 8 years left.
Premier Doug Ford is making the climate crisis worse. His government’s arrogance,
climate recklessness and willful negligence, threatens our future. His government,
consisting of 68 elected Conservative MPPs - less than six dozen individuals - are
putting the rest of us in peril.
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Ten Climate Reasons to Defeat Ford
1. Ford’s climate plan is not meant to reduce emissions
2. Ford is committed to fossil fuels
3. Ford’s bad energy choices threaten our future
4. Ford lets big greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters off the hook
5. Ford rewards big electricity users, while families pay the price
6. Ford’s health care cuts increase climate health risks
7. Ford is destroying the biosphere: forests and peatlands are on the list
8. Ford is paving over wetlands and pushing urban sprawl
9. Ford is undermining climate democracy
10. Ford ignores Indigenous Peoples’ rights

1. F
 ord’s bogus climate plan is not meant
to reduce emissions
Ford’s climate plan was announced in 2019. It has done nothing to reduce emissions.
On the contrary, after years of steady decline, the Ford government has bent the
GHG emission curve upwards. (Link to Climate Crime #1)
Ford’s dilemma was how to have a climate plan without climate action. Before
he announced the so-called ‘Made in Ontario’ plan, Ford first trashed all the
climate programs that were in place. His cuts ranged from eliminating the Office of
Environment Commissioner, to reducing emission targets (Link to Climate Crime #10)
Premier Ford had already boxed himself in. He had already decided that green,
renewable energy was not part of the equation. He had already decided to fight the
federal carbon pricing system in court, (Link to Climate Crime #11) and to cut consumer
subsidies for initiatives such as Zero Emission Vehicles. (Link to Climate Crime #4)
What he was left with was a mashup of this and that, a whole lot of wishful thinking
and some deceitful emission accounting. The plan was more for show than for
substance. After scrapping the cap-and-trade program and launching a legal
challenge against the federal price on carbon pollution, he was left scrambling. His
make-believe solution is an eight-prong program which includes the shift to electric
cars, industrial emission standards, natural gas conservation, clean fuels, and
something called ‘future innovation.’
The “made in Ontario” target Is to reduce Ontario GHG emissions by 30% -- 17.6 MT
(mega tonnes) by 2030. But even that low target has no credibility.
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The Ontario Auditor General has spent considerable effort assessing the plan and its
various components. As a result, we know the plan has serious problems. All eight
prongs of the ‘Made in Ontario’ Climate Plan are overstated. The government has:
underestimated the required emission reduction targets.
exaggerated the results of its proposed initiatives.
counted future emission reductions from programs the government cancelled.
double-counted the potential gains from various programs; and
	conjured away the huge remaining shortfall with the magic category of ‘future
innovation’.
In 2019, the Ontario Auditor General provided a comprehensive review of the
Climate Plan. The AG concluded the Ford government’s plan was not “supported
by sound evidence”. In November 2021, the Auditor General, in a follow up report
repeated the conclusion. The evidence in the Auditor General’s reports is clear: On
the basis of current plans, the Ford government will not reach its 2030 targets. In
fact, in a startling revelation, the AG concluded that there were “committed policies”
in place to eliminate only 3.4 MT of emissions, not the 17.6 MT that Ford claimed.
But there is a bigger problem. Even if Ford could achieve the target, it wouldn’t
accomplish much because the 30% target is totally inadequate. If Ford was to match
the federal emission target the required reduction would be 50 MT but Ford has
‘committed policies’ to reduce emissions by only 3.4 MT. (Link to Climate Crime #2)
An effective climate plan has to not only reduce emissions, it has to address the
serious impacts of a climate crisis that is already here. The Ford Climate Plan fails
on the mitigation front (reducing emissions). It also refuses to address the urgent
need for adaptation policies and programs. Ontarians, especially racialized, poorer
and indigenous communities, are already struggling to cope with more frequent and
intense heat waves, droughts, forest fires, ice storms, floods, power blackouts, and
tornadoes.
In 2011, the Ontario government developed a preliminary adaptation plan, but, as
was the case with so many climate initiatives, it came to a grinding halt with the
election of the Ford government in 2018. Ford jettisoned Ontario’s pre-existing
initiatives and has failed to strengthen the resilience of our communities. And he has
failed those on the front line of the climate crisis. (Link to Climate Crime #3)
In a ‘code red’ world with time running out, Ontario has an inadequate, out-ofdate emission reduction target, a climate plan in complete disarray, rising GHG
emissions, and a missing adaptation plan. This is what happens when a government
is not serious about any climate targets or protections.
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2. Ford is committed to fossil fuels
Two provinces are responsible for 60% of Canada’s GHG emissions. Ontario is in
second place after Alberta. Since Ontario accounts for a large share of the country’s
emissions, what we do has a dramatic effect on Canada’s ability to achieve its Paris
commitments to keep global warming to below 1.5 degree Celsius.
Ontario’s emissions are concentrated in three large sectors. Emissions from the
transport sector contributed 35% of the province’s total. The second largest source is
industry at 30%. The third largest source is buildings at about 22%.
These three sectors account for 87% of Ontario’s emissions.
The corollary is this: To have any chance of keeping temperatures below climate
tipping points requires dramatic reductions from those three sectors. In turn, that
means we have to stop burning fossil fuels in those sectors because, to state the
obvious, vehicles run on gasoline or diesel, the main source of heat in residential
buildings is natural gas, and industry runs, in large part, on fossil fuels.
Over 75% of the energy used in Ontario is directly from oil and natural gas (NG).
Electricity accounts for only 16%. While some electrical generation is now powered
by burning natural gas, that share is slated to grow significantly with the Ford
government’s plans.
Ontario has 12 gas-fired electrical stations. In 2020 Ontario Power Generation
spent $2.8 billion to buy three natural gas plants. By 2030 natural gas will provide
up to 20% of electrical generation. In turn, GHG emissions will grow. The Ontario
Clean Air Alliance has estimated that GHG emissions from the electrical sector will
grow by 600%.
Natural gas will become the new coal (Link to Climate Crime #8)

Natural gas expansion
Whenever Ford has a choice between supporting renewable power or fossil fuels, he
chooses fossil fuels.
In 2021, the Ford government announced Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion
Program. The government committed more than $234 million to extend the natural
gas pipeline to a number of rural, northern and Indigenous communities. (Link to
Climate Crime #7)
The lion’s share of this money will go to Enbridge. The huge pipeline company
recorded $3.36 billion in profits in 2021. Under the Ford government’s plan, Enbridge
will be given a public subsidy of $26,743 for every potential hook-up.
Once the pipeline is in place, homeowners must pay to get dwellings hooked up,
must pay to have a natural gas heating system installed, and must pay, over and
above the regular gas bills, a special surcharge to Enbridge for the privilege of
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buying its product. This surcharge will amount to about $600 a year for the next forty
years. In addition to this special surcharge on new customers, the rest of Ontarians
who heat with gas must pay an additional small monthly charge. The $234 million
provided by the government is to be recouped by these extra charges.

Enbridge Line 5
The same Fossil Fuel preference is evident in Ford’s support for Enbridge’s Line 5
pipeline. The pipeline which runs under the Straits of Mackinac in Michigan is old, at
risk of ruptures, and has been ordered shutdown by the Governor of Michigan. Ford
has simply dismissed the growing environmental concerns, dismissed the opposition
of Indigenous Nations, and dismissed the threats to Great Lakes water sheds in his
full-throttle support of Enbridge. (Link to Climate Crime #29)

3. Ford’s bad energy choices threaten our future
When Ford was elected, he immediately cancelled 758 renewable energy
projects, throwing away Ontario’s leadership in solar and wind power, the jobs and
economic opportunities that went with it, all at a cost of over $230 million. (Link to
Climate Crime #15)
All around the world, renewable energy, in the form of wind and solar projects, have
expanded dramatically. The International Energy Agency has concluded that wind
and solar capacity will overtake coal and natural gas by 2024 on a global basis.
Renewables are, increasingly, the preferred and most economic energy solution.
They are among the lowest cost generators of power. And the scientific consensus is
clear that the future of our planet hinges on their widespread adoption.
Ford has stalled the development of renewable energy in Ontario. Solar power provides
a very small share of Ontario’s energy, about 1%. (Link to Climate Crime #30) Even
Alberta has a higher share of solar power in its energy mix. Wind is stalled at about
8% (Link to Climate Crime #23)
While the world is going in the direction of renewable energy, the Ford government is
locking us onto an energy pathway that is expensive, unreliable, experimental, and
disastrous for the climate.
In addition to a bias in favour of fossil fuels, Ford’s wrong energy choices include a
commitment to Small Modular Reactors, an expensive attempt to prolong the life of
Ontario’s past-their-prime nuclear fleet, and a ‘leap of faith’ into dirty Hydrogen.
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Small Modular Reactors (SMR) (Link to Climate Crime#17)
In late 2021, Ontario Power Generation (OPG) announced that it is teaming up with
USA-based GE Hitachi to build Canada’s first Small Modular Reactor (SMR) at the
Darlington Nuclear Site on Lake Ontario.
The Ontario government has been an enthusiastic ally in the federal Liberal plan to
promote SMRs as an energy solution. SMRs would be manufactured at a source
site like Darlington, and then transported for assembly at distant sites to generate
electrical and thermal energy. Ottawa hopes to place dozens of these untested
nuclear energy plants across the Canadian north while developing an export market.
Small Modular Reactors may be the darling of the nuclear industry, but they are an
expensive, untested technology that carries the extra burdens of radioactive waste,
uranium mining, and the threat of nuclear weapons proliferation. They will arrive too
late to replace GHG emissions that need to be cut immediately. The money could
be better spent with investments in solar and wind energy. The cost of the joint SMR
investment plan of New Brunswick, Ontario and Saskatchewan is already pegged at
$27 billion.

Refurbishing an Aged Nuclear Fleet. (Link to Climate Crime#18)
About 60% of Ontario’s electricity is generated from nuclear power. But the nuclear
generating stations (NGS) are old and need to be closed or refurbished.
Refurbishing nuclear plants is the most expensive energy option available to Ontario.
But it is one of the priority commitments of the Ford government.
The Ford government intends to sink $26 Billion into the refurbishment of Darlington
Nuclear Generating Station (originally $12 billion over budget and ten years late) and
Bruce NGS. It also plans to extend the life of the aging Pickering Nuclear Generating
Station. With the Ontario nuclear program’s record of cost overruns, there is every
reason to believe that the cost of the refurbishment efforts will grow significantly. And
those costs will be paid in our energy bills and with our taxes.

Dirty Hydrogen: (Link to Climate Crime#20)
Many countries - including Canada - are promoting the use of hydrogen as a major
alternative to fossil fuels. The Ford government wants in on the action, but on the
wrong side of the hydrogen options.
Ford’s hydrogen strategy coincides with the “Hydrogen Strategy for Canada”,
introduced by the federal Liberals in late 2020. Ottawa is working with interested
provinces like Ontario and Alberta, to develop “Regional Hydrogen Blueprints”
intended to position Canada as a major global supplier of hydrogen and hydrogen
technologies. But the ’Hydrogen Strategy’ has proposed the development of dirty
hydrogen, rather than the preferred, green hydrogen that other countries are
promoting.
9

Green hydrogen is produced from renewable energy sources such as wind and solar.
Dirty hydrogen, officially called blue hydrogen, is hydrogen made by burning natural
gas in a process known as steam reformation. The products of that process are
hydrogen, on the one hand, and a lot of carbon, on the other hand. If the carbon is
released, then it contributes to climate breakdown, so it has to be stored. The capture
and storage of carbon is relatively new, unreliable, and costly. It will add billions of
dollars to family tax bills.
Hydrogen will probably have a role in the energy mix of the future. It may have
practical uses to decarbonize heavy transportation and some industrial processes.
But it is a niche role that will be more limited than the grandiose ideas that have
captured Ford and his government. And it will be ’green’ hydrogen not ’blue’ hydrogen
that captures export markets around the world.

4. Ford lets big greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters
off the hook
The second largest source of Ontario’s GHG emissions is industry. We know that
1700 big emitters are responsible for 40% of all greenhouse gas pollution in the
country. Ontario has 347 of the country’s largest emitters.
There are large emitters in heavy industry, like cement and steelmaking, and there
are regional concentrations such as the Sarnia area which includes oil refineries,
chemical manufacturing, and natural gas plants.
Reducing the GHG emissions of the largest industrial emitters is critical to meeting
climate targets. But the Ontario program set up to deal with large emitters, like so
many aspects of Ford’s climate plan, is designed to fail.
The federal Carbon Pricing System consists of two parts. The first is an escalating
charge on fuels that consumers pay, and the second is a carbon charge on
companies. When Ford attacked the federal system, he proposed an alternative
system to address the emissions for big emitters. The system in Ontario is called
Emission Performance Standards (EPS). It suffers the same shortcomings of the
federal system -- the focus on emission intensity rather than emission levels. This
means big emitters can pollute more so long as they produce more, and they get
a free pass on emissions up to a certain level. While consumers pay for all their
carbon use, big emitters don’t pay until they reach an average threshold. But to
these free passes, the Ontario system adds even more corporate flexibility.
(Link to Climate Crime #12)
Unfortunately, the federal government accepted the Ontario system, even though it
admitted the Ontario system will be weaker than the federal system.
Industry is responsible for 30% of Ontario’s GHG emissions which amounts to 49 MT.
The EPS will only eliminate 1 MT., an insignificant 2% of the total.
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5. Ford rewards big electricity users,
while families pay the price
In the last election, Ford promised to cut electricity costs to Ontario families by
12%. Instead, he has slashed the electricity bills for the largest industrial users.
(Link to Climate Crime #5)
Not only did he cut the electricity bills of the big users, but he also shifted those
costs to renters and home owners. Over the course of three years, our taxes will
be used to provide $1,300,000,000 in electricity pricing relief for big business. That
provision was announced in the 2020 Ontario budget.
The recent report by the FAO (Financial Accountability Office of Ontario)
concluded that residential electricity bills have been going up, not down. The FAO
further reported the government does not intend to honour its promise to lower
electricity bills from 2018 levels.
While residential customers are facing price increases, large commercial and
industrial users are getting a break. Their bills are going down. Families, who are
facing price increases, are also seeing a larger share of their tax dollars used to
subsidize big electricity users.
Ontario’s bad energy choices and the huge burden of past and future nuclear
power costs have created an intolerable situation.
The government fears the inevitable push back that would occur if all of those
costs showed up on our electricity bills. So, the government’s plan is to hide the
costs by shifting them to the tax system. Families pay the price three times. First,
our electricity bills go up. Second, our taxes are used to subsidize big users and
bad energy choices. Third, there is less revenue for needed social programs,
health care and climate action.
Over the 20-year period from 2020 to 2040, the FAO estimates subsidized
electricity will cost Ontario taxpayers a total of $118 Billion.
There are more than 1.1 million households in Ontario considered to be in energy
poverty. More and more, households are having trouble with energy bills which
include both electricity and fossil fuels. More families and seniors are struggling to
keep warm in the winter and cool in the summer. Energy efficiency improvements
are simply out of their reach. They are falling behind on their energy bills and are
being cut off.
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6. Ford’s health care cuts
increase climate health risks
The climate emergency is one of the most severe heath issues we face. And it will
get worse. Some existing health threats will intensify, new health threats will emerge,
and our health care system, in the throes of COVID-19, will be stressed beyond
endurance. (Link to Climate Crime #31)
In a recent landmark report, the World Health Organization states: “Fossil Fuels are
killing us. Climate change is the single biggest health threat facing humanity.”
Scientists and health professionals are clear about the health impacts of the climate
crisis:
Extreme weather is taking a toll on peoples’ physical and mental health.
Heat waves are killing people.
	Climate disasters are leaving survivors suffering from PTSD and other mental
health issues.
	Air pollution from burning fossil fuels is causing respiratory, and cardiovascular
diseases.
Allergens are increasing.
Food, water and vector borne diseases are on the rise, and
Food security is undermined.
The climate crisis is exposing more people to hazardous conditions, but poor,
racialized, Indigenous and remote communities are particularly vulnerable to its
effects.

High temperatures cause deaths
With Canada’s temperature warming at twice the global average, extreme heat
waves will become more common. Last summer’s heat dome in British Columbia, the
deadliest weather event in Canadian history, killed 600 people in B.C. most of them
seniors and many with a chronic illness. Many lived alone, in poorer neighbourhoods
with little green space.

GHG air pollution
Air pollution in Ontario is leading to more hospitalizations and deaths. Air pollution,
from car and truck emissions, causes more than 15,000 premature deaths per year in
Canada, including 6,600 in Ontario. The total economic cost of all health effects caused
by air pollution is an astonishing $120 Billion per year. (Link to Climate Crime #25)
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Asthma, one of the ways we suffer from air pollution, is on the rise. Approximately
10 per cent of Canadians are affected. Children living in poorer, more polluted
neighbourhoods in Ontario, are more likely to develop childhood asthma, as are
Indigenous children.
Air pollution is also a major factor in increased susceptibility to COVID. COVID rates
are significantly higher in neighbourhoods of Toronto with high levels of traffic-related
air pollution, and which are highly racialized. Long term exposure to air pollution is
also associated with higher COVID mortality rates.

Lessons from COVID
The COVID pandemic has clearly demonstrated the need for a strong and resilient
health care system. We need fully-staffed and equipped health care facilities, a
robust public health system, and adequate funding, all backed with a strong spine of
science.
The Ford government has left Ontarians ill-prepared to deal with the health impacts
of the climate crisis, just as the Ford government left us ill-equipped to deal with the
pandemic. After four years of a Ford government, and despite his promises, Ontario
still does not have a climate adaptation plan, an essential prong in responding to
climate health risks.
After four years of Ford, our health care system is in serious trouble. Once elected
Ford immediately embarked on a cost-cutting rampage that stripped our health
systems of funding, services and staff, and forced increased privatization of health
services. It began just a few days after he was sworn in, when he fired Ontario’s
Chief Scientist.
Since then, Ford’s record has been a litany of cuts.
We are now left with a health system that is underfunded by at least $4.5 Billion, and
a government that is sitting on unallocated funds. Instead of committing to a healthy
recovery, Ford has compromised the healthcare system and its ability to deal with the
climate emergency.

7. Ford is destroying the biosphere:
forests and peatlands are on the list
Pathways to a livable future start with a fundamental change in our relationship
with nature. The climate crisis has put waterways and oceans at severe risk. The
biosphere is compromised in dangerous ways. More and more species face
extinction and the next pandemic is waiting in the wings.
There is a consensus of scientific opinion that, in both mitigation and adaptation
terms, ‘nature-based solutions,’ are vital to preventing climate collapse. In Ontario,
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the urgent calls for protection, conservation and restoration of natural areas and
habitats have fallen on deaf ears. (Link to Climate Crime #22)
Southern Ontario’s average temperatures are rising at twice the global average,
while northern Ontario’s are rising at three times the global average. The Ford
government’s resource extraction policies increase those risks.

Forestry: Turning a Carbon Sink into a Bigger Carbon Source
Ontario’s massive boreal forest has taken carbon from the atmosphere and
stored it safely away in the wood of trees and the soils of forests. Until now. The
government’s forestry policy is turning this essential carbon sink into a carbon bomb
by encouraging more ‘cut and run’ logging.
The Ford government’s forest policy is called: “Sustainable Growth: Ontario’s Forest
Sector Strategy”. (Link to Climate Crime #14)
As is often the case with Ford’s choice of titles, it actually means the opposite. The
goal of the strategy is to double industrial logging and turn much of the province’s
managed boreal forest into toilet paper and 2x4s.
The crime in this case is not only what is happening, but the efforts the government
has made to cover it up. The government is deregulating crown land, promoting
clear- cutting, and hiding it all in omnibus legislation and happy sounding titles.
The government’s approach is designed to clear the regulatory path for increased
levels of resource extraction. In the process, the government has exempted Crown
Land forestry projects from environmental assessment regulations. It has weakened
protections of the Endangered Species Act from industrial forestry activities.
There are competing world views. One recognizes that forests are living ecosystems
essential to the health of the biosphere, a stable climate and all life on the planet.
This view also recognizes the sovereignty of Indigenous peoples over their traditional
territory, including the right to full, prior, and informed consent to all resource
extraction related projects on said traditional territory.
The other view is Ford’s climate-blind Forestry Strategy that treats Indigenous
communities as bystanders, or standing in the way of more and bigger resource
extraction projects.

Ring of Fire
The mining industry has dubbed an area, about 750 km northwest of Thunder Bay,
as “the Ring of Fire”. First Nations, on the other hand, know it as the “Breathing
Lands”. For Ford and large foreign mining companies the area is a multi-billion-dollar
resource “jackpot”; for Indigenous peoples it is home and a natural ecosystem that
needs to be preserved. (Link to Climate Crime #9)
In spite of serious environmental and climate consequences, the Ford government
is committed to accelerating mining development in the area without first obtaining
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consent of Indigenous communities and nations, and without assessing the risks of
methane release from disturbed peat lands.
Ford himself famously threatened, during the last Provincial election, to drive the
bulldozers himself if the so-called “red tape” standing in the way of development
wasn’t cut.
To accelerate expanded resource extraction, Ford recently amended the Far North
Act through Build Ontario (Bill 43) which became law in December 2021. This
omnibus legislation “streamlines” planning processes and removes over 225,000 sq.
km. of land in Northern Ontario from protection.

8. Ford is paving over wetlands
and pushing urban sprawl
The climate crisis requires a major rethinking of how we build our cities and urban
transportation systems. But the Ford government is committed to the old models.
Unrestrained growth is the goal, and, to pave the way, the government has rammed
through omnibus bills that weaken and eliminate environmental safeguards. Over the
last few years, the Ford government has developed a powerful urban sprawl arsenal.
It includes:
		

Omnibus Bills 108 and 229 (Link to Climate Crime #13)

		

The Growth Plan (Link to Climate Crime #21)

		

MZO’s -Ministerial Zoning Orders (Link to Climate Crime #28)

		Building Highways (Link to Climate Crime #26)
		Gutting Conservation Authorities (Link to Climate Crime #32)
In its quest to build bigger and faster than ever before, the government has eroded
and eliminated protections that used to be in the Environmental Assessment Act, the
Environmental Protection Act, the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal Act, the Ontario
Heritage Act and the Planning Act.
Ford has also gutted the authority and the budget of local Conservation Authorities.
We are losing wetlands at an alarming rate. Less than 30 per cent of southern
Ontario’s original wetlands remain, and just 10 per cent survive in Niagara and the
GTA. We are losing irreplaceable farmland.
The Government’s Growth Plan will pave the agricultural lands, wetlands, and
forests of the Greenbelt as well as those of suburban areas, throughout the
province. It will also reward big developers, many of whom are important donors to
the Conservative party.
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Ford sprawl means the elimination of wetlands, green spaces and much needed
farmland which are critical buffers against climate breakdown.
The government’s growth plan will:
		promote expensive highway construction and encourage commuting by more
GHG emitting private vehicles.
		undermine public transit by moving people away from transit routes into
suburban areas. (Link to Climate Crime #24)
		degrade groundwater reserves and worsen flood threats, just as climate
breakdown generates intense downpours and more flooding.
		weaken links between urban centres and nearby food production. (Link to
Climate Crime #27)

9. Ford is undermining climate democracy
Soon after taking office in 2018, the Ford government passed the Cap and Trade
Cancellation Act, ignoring the public consultation requirement established by
the Environmental Bill of Rights. The Cancellation Act deliberately rolled back
the province’s climate targets, allowing the government to replace them with a
significantly weaker 2030 target.

Youth take Ford to court
In November 2019, seven young Ontarians launched a lawsuit against the Ford
government. Their claim, supported by EcoJustice, argued that Ford’s Cancellation
Act would lead to increased GHG emissions, contributing significantly to dangerous
climate change-related impacts such as heat waves, floods, fires and poor air quality.
(Link to Climate Crime #6)
The Ontario youth claim the Ford legislation endangers their health and violates
their Charter Rights to life, liberty and security of the person. As young people, they
maintain that it is their lives and the lives of those who come after them that will be
affected by the increased risks enabled by the Act.
The Ford government has, on more than one occasion, tried to get the lawsuit thrown
out of court.

Government uses omnibus bills to hide actions
Climate action requires informed and engaged citizens, and more accountability in
government. The only way to break the current cycle of broken climate promises and
missed targets is to introduce new and effective structures and processes for climate
accountability and democratic involvement.
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The Ford government’s approach is the exact opposite.
Before being elected Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford was asked to explain how bills
become law. He dodged the question. Pundits wondered whether he was aware of
the basic parliamentary process which is a rudimentary part of democracy.
Once in office, he demonstrated that he certainly knew how to exercise power by
stealth by using his majority to ram omnibus bills through the legislature.
An omnibus bill packages together, and covers, a number of diverse or unrelated
topics. They are large and unwieldy documents, configured to confuse and hide
unpopular provisions, and to limit opposition parties’ ability to assess and respond to
the proposed legislation.
These bills are becoming more common in Canada. The Ford government has taken
their use to a completely new level. (Link to Climate Crime #19)

10. Ford ignores Indigenous Peoples’ Rights
Ford’s economic program of unbridled growth, resource extraction, and urban sprawl
is often in conflict with the rights and well being of Indigenous Peoples.
The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled against Premier Ford’s refusal to put a
price on GHG pollution. In its ruling, the Supreme Court made it clear that the climate
crisis is “a threat of the highest order to the country, and indeed the world”. And that
it will cause “significant environmental, economic and human harm nationally and
internationally, with especially high impacts in the Canadian Arctic, in coastal regions
and on Indigenous Peoples.”
Increasingly, Indigenous Peoples are in conflict with fossil fuel and resource
extraction companies and governments that promote a model of economic growth
that sacrifices natural systems and Indigenous communities.
Whether it is Ford’s efforts to pave over wetlands in Pickering, or to support more
suburban housing tracts in Bradford; whether it is his support of Enbridge Line 5, or
Ford’s boast of personally driving the bulldozers through the peat bogs to the Ring of
Fire: whether it is his clear cutting of boreal forests or failing to clean up the EnglishWabigoon River, we know this:
Indigenous land, water, and air defenders and their communities are on the front lines.
The intersection, where Ford’s plans meet, or more accurately, confront Indigenous
communities, is one of the reasons we need the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). (Link to Climate Crime #16)
On June 21, 2021, the Canadian government passed the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. This UNDRIP Act emphasizes lasting
reconciliation, healing, and cooperative relations.
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The Ford government strongly objected to the federal government’s UNDRIP
Act. Ontario claimed that it would hinder government and corporate economic
development plans. Ford’s government has failed to introduce legislation to fully
and effectively implement UNDRIP in Ontario as required by the United Nations
convention process. The Ford Government has ignored the call by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to fully implement UNDRIP in all jurisdictions in Canada.

Conclusion
Everyday, the alarms of our ‘code red’ world ring louder. But also growing louder are
the voices of those who are demanding urgent and decisive action in response to the
climate emergency.
We know what has to get done.
We need to make electric power more affordable and provide substantial subsides to
families shifting off fossil fuels. We have to shift home heating and cooling from fossil fuels
to electric based systems. We need to update building codes to improve energy efficiency
and conservation. We need to encourage more transit and fewer cars, shift from gas
powered vehicles to electric cars, eliminate gas-fired electrical plants, preserve and protect
natural ecosystems, promote sustainable cities, create low carbon products, processes
and the green jobs we desperately need. We need clear rules and enforceable rules to
drive down the emissions from big emitters and we need to invest heavily in renewable
energy. We need to advance the cause of climate justice and build a just transition with
income guarantees and job commitments for workers and their communities. And we need
to respect and honour the rights and sovereignty of Indigenous Peoples.
None of these climate actions are possible with a Ford Conservative government.

Big money on bad choices
The Ford government is spending a great deal of money. In the lead up to the
election there will be even more fiscal stimulus and cash handouts. But Ford is
committing spending on mostly the wrong projects. His government’s spending will
deepen the climate crisis. He has already announced
		

$2,800,000,000 to buy 3 gas fired energy plants.

		

$1,300,000,000 in electricity pricing breaks for big business electricity users.

		

$26,000,000,000 to refurbish nuclear plants

		

$6,000,000,000 for highway 413

		

$1,000,000,000 for Ring of Fire highway

		

Ontario’s share of $27,000,000,000 for Small Modular Reactors

		

Over $230,000,000 to rip up 750 green energy contracts

		

$234,000,000 gas line expansion subsidy to Enbridge.
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Ford’s reckless spending on gas-fired electrical generation, costly nuclear, and
sprawl-producing highways, will eliminate room for public expenditure on green
renewable energy, public transit, better health care and desperately-needed
affordable housing.
If those monies were used to respond to the climate emergency and to peoples’
needs Ontario and our future would be more secure.

Leaving Nobody Behind
The climate crisis cannot be solved by a business-as-usual approach to the economy,
nor to governance. The urgent calls for dramatic and decisive climate action cannot
be taken up in isolation from the equally urgent calls for social justice and economic
reform. Efforts to effectively prevent climate chaos will necessarily involve a set of
transitions with reverberations across our world:
		

A transition in our relationship with Indigenous Peoples.

		

An energy transition.

		

An economic transition.

		

A social and climate justice transition, and

		A transition in our relationship with the natural world.
These transitions will not happen without confronting and curtailing the economic
clout of fossil fuel companies and shifting the focus of governments from supporting
the marketplace and investors to addressing the climate crisis and supporting
families and their communities.
The massive transformations occasioned by the shift away from fossil fuels to a low
carbon economy will require unprecedented government leadership and a ‘whole of
society’ commitment. There will be disruptions and dislocations and there will be new
and better job and income opportunities.
There are hundreds of thousands of workers in sectors where GHG emissions
have to be drastically curtailed and eliminated. Reducing GHG emissions in these
industries will require re-tooling, new processes and products and restructuring.
Workers directly employed in the affected sectors together with those who are
employed in related industries need clear assurances, income guarantees and job
commitments. The Ford government has no plans, programs or strategy to address
the needs of these workers. (Link to Climate Crime #33)
In planning the transition out of a carbon-intensive economy, while building an
inclusive and sustainable economy, we need to ensure a broad, just transition that:
		protects, supports and provides opportunities for those currently
employed in affected industries, and the communities where they live.
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		addresses Indigenous Peoples concerns and the needs of those in
racialized communities as well as marginalized communities, and
		addresses the needs of those in resource dependent and remote
communities, low-income families, and all those who are affected by the
climate emergency and our actions to prevent climate breakdown.
Ontario does not have a credible climate plan. It doesn’t have a climate
adaptation plan. It doesn’t have a just transition plan. In this climate emergency
WE CAN’T AFFORD FORD.
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