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SCAN! organizing
pays off
Last month we gave brief reports on the Seniors for
Climate events around Ontario.  Below you will find
more detailed accounts.  What is really exciting is
having a look (scroll down the SFC home page) to see
some videos of the 76 events that took place across
the country, many of which were led by SCAN!
members.  We can be proud of the tremendous
planning for - and executing of – this remarkable
variety of events. 

What is even more exciting is the feeling that we have
kicked off a pan-Canadian movement of seniors
mobilizing to create dramatic change in the way our
government has been responding to the climate crisis. 
To be blunt, the response from elected representatives
of all stripes has been very poor indeed.  It is time to
call for emergency climate action at all levels of
government: not just incremental change, but
fundamental change in the way we use energy in this
country.  Time is running out.  Later is Too late.

Also, SCAN! signed on

SCAN! endorsed a letter from Ontario Nature
expressing strong disapproval of the long list of recent
provincial changes to wetland policy and legislation
which have weakened their protection. It emphasizes
a list of key requests for each ministry to make
changes to improve wetland protection so that all
those living in Ontario may continue to experience the
myriad benefits wetlands provide for generations to
come.

SCAN! signed on to the call for a Youth Climate Corps.
Right now, the federal government is underway with a
consultation process to create a YCC. The demand: a
bold and public commitment to a Youth Climate Corps
this fall, and $1 billion in initial funding in the 2025
Federal Budget.

 

Kawartha
SCAN!-Kawartha organized a rally, MC’d by Sherry
Hillman, at Victoria Park in Lindsay with about 100
people. There was music by George Hewison, Wally
Koekebakker and Brenda Wall.  SCAN!-Kawartha
member, Bill Steffler, spoke on behalf of SCAN!.  Iggi
Van Kooten, the president of the OSSTF-Trillium-
Lakelands, District 15 spoke as well.  Green Party
leader, Mike Schreiner, dropped by the rally after his
visit to the International Plowing Match. 

About 20 students from I.E. Weldon Secondary
School, of the Green Advocates club attended.  Leah
Roxborough and Sage Stapleton spoke on their
behalf.  “We are inheriting a planet of floods, fires and
hurricanes.  The new generation needs a planet where
people can thrive, not just survive.”

Dr. Nell Thomas is a family physician in Minden and
an active environmentalist.  She turned her focus to
the students, ending her remarks and the rally with
these powerful words, “the stakes are high. They are
so high that we now have nothing to lose but the
shame and regret of doing nothing. Later is too late.
There is no later.”

Read the coverage in the Lindsay Advocate.

.

London
The London Chapter organized, in collaboration with
For Our Kids, their October 1 Seniors For Climate
event. About sixty people, mostly seniors, gathered at
Victoria Park. There were greetings from the NDP and
the London and District Labour Council followed by
their key-note speaker, Dr. Gordon McBean, a
Climatologist at Western University. His topic was the
impact of climate change at home and around the
globe, which was very well received.

The Seniors For Climate flag and banner were then
paraded around the block just north of the park.  The
march stopped at Liberal MP Peter Fragiskatos
Constituency Office to deliver a petition and a few
chants demanding action for the climate emergency,
led by a high school student. The parade continued on
to the park.

Families gathered at the Reimagine Store for a light
meal and refreshments, and intergenerational
conversations led by For Our Kids, as a pilot project.

Toronto
Toronto had a very successful day on October 1. More
than 300 people came out to a rally at University and
Armoury where they heard from a speaker from the
labour movement and two young activists.  Other
councillors and came by to say hello; and one MPP
joined both the rally and the march. People then
marched through the square outside City Hall where a
flash mob had finished their first performance of the
day.  The City proclaimed October 1 “Seniors for
Climate Day”. Deputy Mayor Amber Morley came out
to speak to the group and read the proclamation.  The
march then continued on to an indoor rally at the
Church of the Holy Trinity.

At the Church, a crowd of 400 people heard from
Anishinaabe activist and Water Keeper, Tori Cress,
David Phillips. a climatologist, Amy Mann from U of T
Climate Justice, and grandfather, David Suzuki. Lillian
Allen deepened the message with a poem, Ken
Whiteley got everyone singing, as did the Raging
Grannies.  The flash dance mob finished off the event.

SCAN!, the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists and
SHAKERS organized an environment event for the
Black community at the Blackhurst Centre the evening
before the rally.

In other news…

The SCAN! Toronto city working group and the Toronto
Climate Action Network are preparing for city budget
consultations and consultations on the City’s next five-
year plan for achieving net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions. The SCAN! group is working on papers
summarizing priorities for City Hall. SCAN! Toronto
members and other environmentalists will work to put
climate change mitigation and adaptation at the top of
the consultation list.

SCAN! Toronto is expecting a report back on the
feasibility of a maximum heat bylaw to protect tenants
before the end of the year.

The province has moved forward with preparing the
site that was formerly Ontario Place for a new private
spa and a reduced Ontario Science Centre by razing
865 trees.  No comment, just rage.

Toronto East Residents for Renewable Energy
(TERRE) continues to fight the expansion of the
Portlands gas-powered electricity generating plant. A
report to the Waterfront this month indicated that it will
create unacceptable levels of pollution for new
residential towers in the new Villiers Island
development. No recent measures have been taken of
the pollution it produces on the rest of the area.

The nuclear industry is taking advantage of pressure
by environmentalists to close the gas-powered
electricity generating plant in Toronto by promoting
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) as the necessary
replacement to meet a supposed increase in electricity
demand.

SCAN! Toronto has a new Instagram account. Please
follow us: @scan_toronto

Kingston
On Oct. 1, the Seniors for Climate event at
Confederation Park started at 2 pm with a community
fair, followed by a rally. There was a packed program
of four fabulous musicians (Abby Miolèe; Kathyrn
Nemcsok; Spencer Evans and Charly Chiarelli), six
speakers (Nancy Nicol, SCAN!); Abby Miolèe (youth
climate activist); Sister Pauline Lally (Providence
Centre for Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation); Dr.
Henry Swoboda (Kingston General Hospital); Chris
Gusen (350.org and Kingston Climate Justice
Coalition); and Claire Genest, Public Service Alliance
of Canada, Queen’s U); and a performance by the
Furies. Nancy Bayly (SCAN!, 350 Kingston, and New
Climate Stories) was the MC for the event.

An organizing committee of ten people built the event,
beginning work in June. They did a lot of outreach to
community groups, labour, educators and youth, faith
groups and Indigenous peoples and groups; as well as
to city council and provincial and federal NDP, Green
and Liberal representatives. They invited groups to
have an information table.

The outreach for the event and the rally itself raised
the profile of SCAN! and built new connections with
other groups. 130-150 people attended. Given it was a
Tuesday afternoon and the city closed Ontario Street,
the turnout was "respectable". They received
endorsements from 18 organizations. Seven groups
(including SCAN!) had information tables.  People
signed up as new SCAN! members, and dozens
signed the contact list. They raised money in
donations, before and during the event.

Their request to proclaim Seniors for Climate Day was
passed unanimously by city council. They used the
proclamation to build public awareness. The
proclamation was printed in the Kingston Whig
Standard and was part of a Seniors for Climate display
at the Novel Idea bookstore.

At the rally, they circulated their petition calling on the
City of Kingston to bring in a bylaw to protect tenants
from extreme heat.

In other news…

SCAN! members participated in Kingston Climate
Justice Coalition’s Town Hall, on Sept. 28, the
coalition’s first public event. SCAN! was a founding
member of the coalition. The Town Hall launched a
‘Report Card’ on the climate record of the city of
Kingston. The event was well attended. Participants
broke into groups to discuss the report card
categories: Climate Targets, Transportation,
Vulnerable Peoples, Green Spaces, Provincial and
Federal Advocacy; and Built Environments. On Sept.
30, SCAN! members participated in a walk for National
Truth and Reconciliation Day. SCAN! members also
participated in Labour Day with a SCAN! table. SCAN!
Kingston members have been making climate T shirts
to give away, which has proven to be very popular. All
this work has raised SCAN!’s profile, built relations
with others, and renewed their energy for addressing
the climate crisis. 

Guelph
This empty square was soon to fill up.  The photo is
from a news article in Guelph Today.  

They did a lot of tabling, presentations (seven
events/meetings) in September leading up to their
event. The challenge was to introduce SCAN! to their
community but also to promote the Oct 1 event.

They had very good pre-event media coverage, about
10 days before the event (Guelph Today, Wellington
Advertiser, Guelph Tribune/Mercury, CFRU radio)
including CBC KW news, the morning of. They also
got a lot of media coverage at the event (CTVKW,
CBC KW, Guelph Today). 

On Oct. 1 they had two walks/marches in downtown
Guelph. The walks converged at City Hall where they
gathered for a rally. Several community groups
including the City had information tables. 

A bus from local retirement residence brought a group
to the rally.  Overall, 120 people attended. There were
eight speakers, (two youth, and an Indigenous
speaker) as well as the Raging Grannies and James
Gordon, singer songwriter extraordinaire. Despite a
council meeting going on inside at the time, and
multiple invitations to Council and the Mayor, only one
stepped outside briefly. 

Thanks to an announcement by one of our MCs, 17
people signed up as members on the spot. A lot more
signed up to receive more information, order a shirt
and donate. 

In other news…

Their next tabling event was the ECO Market in
Quebec St Mall, right before the Storms hockey
games, on Oct. 18 and 19.

 

Barrie
Barrie’s October 1 Seniors for Climate event was a
success after much hard work by an ever-growing
group of dedicated SCAN! and Greys for Green
Members. The day started off with a bang with a 6:50
a.m. nine-minute interview on Radio One CBC, which
covered why seniors, why now, what we (seniors)
wanted and what Barrie was doing specifically.

Their event began at 1:30 around the perimeter of the
City Hall rotunda with five tables hosted by local
environmental groups. They had videos,
environmental music and Maude and Millie playing on
a big screen while the audience arrived. A SCAN!
member delivered the land acknowledgement. The
program continued till 4:00 with a combination
of video, singing “Canada is Burning” (with video), and
three speakers.  One of the speakers was with Project
Neutral from Toronto and the other was from a local
group called the Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition. 
Both were inspiring and engaging. The last speaker, a
SCAN! member and a grandmother, got the Later is
Too Late message across effectively.

They then marched downtown following a bagpiper.
Once downtown they chanted and sang “Canada is
Burning” and “We Shall Overcome” before getting
piped back.

Their media coverage was fantastic. In addition to the
CBC interview, CTV filmed and interviewed Pat Smith,
putting a piece on the 6 o’clock news. As well, there
were articles in Simcoe.com  and Barrie Today. 
Organizers celebrated a job well done with dinner and
a drink at a local pub.

Ottawa
October 1 in Ottawa was quite successful and enjoyed
good media coverage on CBC and Radio Canada as
well as a great article in the National Observer.  Their
fantastic flash mob dancers, who spent many hours
practising to be ready for the big day, attracted lots of
media attention.  The public flocked to watch them as
soon as the music started. Some even joined in,
including Joel Harden, NDP MPP for Ottawa Centre as
well as Mitchell Beer, publisher of the Energy Mix.

They also had an indoor event at Knox Presbyterian
with six presentations by local and national
environmental groups, followed by a lively discussion
on acting to support their efforts at the municipal level. 
The city of Ottawa is far from where it needs to be in
implementing the Climate Emergency Master Plan.
The mayor proclaimed the day officially "Seniors for
Climate Day" and the deputy mayor began their event
with the presentation of the framed proclamation. They
also were regaled with a song by the Raging
Grannies, another flashmob dance and ended with two
powerful numbers by the Just Voices choir. There
were refreshments and information tables and an
opportunity for those attending to network and become
more familiar with the groups involved. It was a day to
remember.

An op ed was written by one of their members.

In other news…

They organized a rally, encouraging their members to
register for the  October 10 CPPIB public meeting.

 

Northumberland
On Oct.1, Northumberland SCAN (NS) set up tables in
front of the Cobourg municipal building for a few hours
in collaboration with the Northumberland EV Society. 
An interview by Maria Papaioannoy with members of
their organizing team was recorded on local
community radio (see photo above) on September 24. 
Information about SFC events in Cobourg was posted
on the Hub, the online information site of one of their
partners, Community Power Northumberland.  They
had information tables, where their members talked
with as many people as possible.  Approximately 90
people passed by the tables and at least 30 of them
were engaged in conversation.  Their resident
videographer, SCAN! NS member Dennis Layton, is
working with Nancy Nicol on her project to create a
documentary recording events at the many sites
across Canada on Oct.1.

In other news…

On Saturday, Oct 5, the town organized its Harvest
Festival, running from 10 am to 5 pm downtown on
King St. for a few blocks.  The street was closed to
vehicles, with booths lining both sides of the road.

In collaboration with a number of other local
environmental and progressive civic groups, NS
arranged for a couple of booths.  Posters were spread
around town in shop windows and other locations
Nearby at the Saturday morning farmers’ market, Bob
Garthson arranged for many of the vendors to wear
SCAN! buttons.

Resident singer/songwriter and NS member, Marie-
Lynn Hammond, performed on one of the stages.  She
has written at least two songs about climate
breakdown.  You can watch her powerful video with
“Canada is Burning,” video here. In addition, her
beautiful video and song about the natural splendour
of Northumberland County can be seen here.

New chapter – Hamilton

SCAN! welcomes a new chapter.  We’ll be hearing
more from them soon.

 

And all the way
from Alberta

https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/unsubscribe?reset=1&jid=&qid=&h=fakehash
https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=523&cid=717&cs=2fc95c374ed6fd65c58cda3653fb0c1e_1730421452_168
https://seniorsforclimate.org/
https://lindsayadvocate.ca/seniors-day-for-climate-action-included-visit-from-ontario-green-party-leader/
https://climatecoalition.ca/
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/seniors-to-rally-for-climate-action-next-month-9512690%20
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/audio/9.6524874
https://www.simcoe.com/news/were-running-out-of-time-seniors-group-calls-for-climate-change-action-during-rally-at/article_76ac103c-49cb-5909-90e4-803341b9e5df.html
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/10/02/news/later-too-late-seniors-show-climate-across-canada
https://ottawacitizen.com/opinion/aird-climate-change-matters-to-seniors-and-were-taking-action/
https://northumberland897.ca/
https://www.communitypowernorthumberland.ca/seniors-for-climate-2024/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eO1TEVv0vEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RF5Ji-fXEk


from Alberta
In front of Calgary City Hall, people came to listen to
Deputy Mayor Sonya Sharp who read the
Proclamation of Oct 1 as Seniors for Climate Action
Day, First Nation representative, Cheryle Chagnon-
Greyeye singing Praise to Mother Earth, Dr. Joe
Vipon, ER doctor and Climate Action activist who was
at COP28, the Raging Seniors singing, "No More Coal
Mines".  Well done!

They have posted dozens of photos on their FB page
from across the country as they arrive from Seniors for
Climate.  Check out the page.  Lots of good
information there.

 

CPPIB protest
SCAN! Ottawa joined shift for a rally at the CPPIB
public  meeting, boosted by the Seniors for Climate
flash mob.

They report that despite all of the well framed
questions that were put to the CPPIB representative,
they mostly got "non answers and obfuscation".

They further report that the CPPIB is much more
aware and mindful of the public’s concerns and wants
to appear as if they’re doing the right thing.  SCAN!
and shift are like a dog with a bone.  Keep gnawing
away.

 

A big win
You've probably hear the good news by now but it's
worth repeating and celebrating.  

Huge news out of Ontario’s top court, the Ontario
Court of Appeal.  

The court sided with young people and future
generations in their historic climate case against
Ontario. 

Seven young people argued their Charter rights to life,
security of the person, and equality had been
undermined by the provincial government’s weakening
of its climate targets. 

The court overturned the dismissal of the case and
has ordered a new hearing, allowing it to move
forward.  

Ecojustice is celebrating it as a landmark victory

Facebook and Twitter (X)

Because of restrictions imposed by Facebook on
publishing Canadian news, we are publishing the main
issues of articles and referring people to the source
material and then sending readers to “X” where the full
link is tweeted.  We are also trying a new workaround
in an attempt to try to keep people up to date. We
encourage you to follow @Seniors_CAN on “X”. FB
has more than 1,000 followers and Twitter as well.
Despite restrictions we are doing our best. 

Readers of this newsletter who are not yet members
are welcome to join as members any time.  Go to
the web site and click on “Become a member".
Questions? email
us: info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/424915886705319
https://www.shiftaction.ca/
https://www.cppinvestments.com/
mailto:info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org

