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You can't protect
the country if you
don't protect the
climate
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Elections. elections, elections

Ontario members rallied against the Ford government
across the province.  We went door-to-door, leafleted,
sang, attended all-candidates’ meeting, offered
informational meetings…In short, we did everything
we could in a campaign that lasted less than a month. 
Premier Ford made his snap election all about
protecting us from Trump tariffs - and voters bought it. 
Like climate issues, Indigenous issues were
completely ignored. 

Voters bought what Ford was selling: a provincial
bulwark against Trump.

The evaluation of our campaign will serve us well in
the upcoming battle, the federal election, where the
stakes could not be higher.

In some ways, the climate crisis is again taking the
back burner in the face of a resurgence of Canadian
nationalism and protectionism.  However, east-west
pipelines have emerged as the “new” panacea to face
the threat from the south.  Poilievre, like Trump (so like
Trump) remains a threat.  We have our work cut out
for us.     

Website

The website played a critical role during the recent
Ontario election, publishing materials for chapters to
use in their local campaigns.  There will be a federal
election page set up immediately after the writ drops.

As well, there is a new action grid people can visit for
one-click support to (currently) four organizations'
work.  Scroll down the home page.  

Let’s have some good news.

Reserve Your Spot (in Kingston) at the "Later is
Too Late" Film Premiere

On Sunday, March 16 award-winning documentary
filmmaker, and SCAN! Kingston member, Nancy Nicol
will premiere her latest project: "Later is Too Late." The
film covers a nationwide mobilization calling for urgent
action on the climate crisis, organized by Seniors for
Climate, on Oct. 1, 2024. A message of hope and
resilience, it documents the story of this historic day of
action as well as a first-hand account of the impact of
the wildfires in Jasper in 2024.  Reserve your spot
here.

Watch the two-minute trailer.

 

Seniors For
Climate
 

Sandwiched between elections is preparation for the
spring mobilization of Seniors for Climate.  Here are
their plans for 2025:

It starts with an important webinar on Wednesday,
March 5 at 6:30pm ET, that will build support for our
Earth Week activities. Please register to attend and
spread the word.  The webinar will tackle the impacts
of pollution, deforestation and rising temperatures.
There will be two compelling speakers connecting the
dots on the climate emergency, our health crisis, the
cost of living and our nation's sovereignty challenge.
And then: 

Zoom launch of the Later Is Too Late film
produced by Nancy Nicol and Seniors For Climate
April Earth Day actions across Canada in
collaboration with other local groups
Federal Election readiness and preparedness
Major fall event on or around October 1 at
locations across Canada

We encourage you to sign on to their mailing list. 

Members and their allies across the country have
seriously begun preparations for the spring
mobilization which will take place in and around Earth
Week.  More details below in the chapter reports. 

.

SCAN! signed on
...to a letter to Minister Guilbeault, urging him to
designate the Pathways Alliance's mega Carbon
Capture and Storage hub for impact assessment. 

...to a letter on methane

"We, the 21 undersigned organizations, call for the
immediate passing of strong oil and gas methane
regulations. As organizations dedicated to the health
and well-being of children and communities, we
recognize the urgent need to reduce methane
emissions and emphasize that robust regulations are
critical at this moment…"

We wrote a resolution on nuclear waste and sent it in.

At the December 29th membership meeting, SCAN!
passed a resolution urging the federal government to
direct the owners of high-level nuclear waste –
provincial utilities who own and operate nuclear power
reactors - to establish secure on-site storage at the
reactor stations and direct the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization (NWMO) to no longer
pursue the transport, burial and abandonment of these
radioactive wastes.

On November 28th the NWMO announced its selection
of the Revell site, in the headwaters of the Wabigoon
watershed, as their preferred location for a deep
geological repository. The Revell site is in the heart of
Treaty 3 territory, roughly equidistant between Thunder
Bay and Winnipeg. SCAN! joined Grand Council
Treaty #3 chiefs and many First Nations, municipalities
and civil society organizations in expressing
opposition, including through the passing of
resolutions.

SCAN! members write letters.  Another letter appeared
in the Toronto Star on the lack of discussion of
Indigenous issues in the Ontario election.  Chances
are, these issues will also be ignored in the federal
election.  Several SCAN! Toronto members were able
to attend the rally below.

 

Reports from the
chapters 
 

Barrie

They have begun work with the Grade 11 Global
Perspectives class to introduce Climate Conversations
between the Generations Initiative for Earth Day.  For
the Ontario election, they worked with Simcoe County
Greenbelt Coalition, CARP Barrie, Simcoe County
Health Coalition to hold a panel discussion/meet your
candidate night.  They sent questionnaires to
candidates ahead of time and provided them with
space for meet and greets.  They also distributed
hundreds of SCAN! leaflets.

SCAN! Barrie was approached by the Barrie Council
CN Pensioners' Association to speak on climate in
March. 

They are working on an Earth Day activity, hoping to
use the ideas generated by the students’ climate
conversations between the generations.

Edmonton

They have started a “book” club to read the
Indigenous Climate Action publication: Healing the
Land: Indigenous Perspectives on Divestment.  They
attended the Tailings Conference protest at the
University of Alberta, with speakers from Keepers of
the Water. They decided to join the Oil Sands Tailings
Coalition and the Caua statement in solidarity with the
Indigenous communities subjected to the
environmental racism of oil sands mining.

GANG (Grandmothers of Alberta for a New
Generation) is hosting a Fashion for Climate event on
May 31 on climate change and its impact on Africa,
Canada and the world.  SCAN! Edmonton will be
involved in the event.

To promote the Youth Climate Corps, they are sending
the Open Letter of Support to Alberta MPs, and
encouraging other organizations to sign.

They are looking into promoting Idle Free zones at
some Edmonton schools using City of Edmonton -
Change for Climate signs.

They attended the Enough is Enough coal mine
protest in Calgary.

Their Education Committee did a slide show
presentation at a seniors’ association.

They are having an education piece every month.

SCAN! Edmonton is now putting out monthly
newsletters.

In the midst of all this activity, they are planning for the
Seniors for Climate spring event:  April 26, 2025.
 They discussed the theme of affordability and climate
change, following the 350.org All of Us Together: Tax
Their Billions, Fund Our Future, and plan to have a
demonstration.

Brant, Hamilton, Niagara, Norfolk (BHNN)

They decided to delay their action for Earth Day/SFC
to May 3 to secure their venue.  They are planning to
show “Later is Too Late” followed by a discussion.  As
well, they are planning to do another action with
Seniors for Climate Sanity during Earth Week.

A member will show “Later is Too Late” in or around
the Port Rowan area (Norfolk County).

They will also set up a table at the Brantford Farmers’
Market to spread the word and recruit some members
from the Brantford area.

Kingston

They invited candidates to attend their monthly SCAN!
meeting. They worked with 350 Kingston and the
Kingston Climate Justice Coalition to do door-to-door
canvassing.  A SCAN! member set up a candidates’
debate to be broadcast and online on Cogeco Cable tv
Kingston: Food & Climate.

Later is Too Late will premiere on March 16 in
Kingston (see above). Director, Nancy Nicol will be
joined by a panel following the screening.  The panel
will encourage people to get involved with their work,
in particular planning for Earth Day and for the
upcoming Federal election.

Their Earth Day plans are underway.  They have
brought together a number of community groups, and
reached out to the city for support. Plans are
underway for Earth Week (April 21-26) with events
throughout the city culminating in an Earth Day festival
at McBurney Park on April 26th.  They received $500
in funding from the city. [Wowee – ed]

Regarding the maximum temperature by-law motion
and amendments, although at first it seemed they had
been successful – at least in part - passing the motion
for limiting temperatures to 26 degrees in units with air
conditioners; in fact, Council delayed all action until
the 2nd quarter of 2025 when they will get another
review.  

Local press covered the issue.

Here's the link to The Kingstonist article.  And a more
recent one.

They continue with regular monthly pickets of RBC
with impressive numbers.

Ottawa

Regarding the Ontario election, they printed flyers for
distribution at events during February and translated
the flyer used in Ottawa into French.  [Bravo – ed.] 
They were asked to share them with other
organizations and groups.  There was only one all
candidates’ meeting in the region.  They sent
representatives to raise questions. They also tabled at
a few events in February.

They completed their member survey from which they
gathered some valuable information.  Impressively,
there was about a 60% response rate.  They held a
chili lunch and chat with members and friends where
they showed some footage from the October 1
activities.

Their Earth Day event is taking shape, in partnership
with the Land Guardian program of Kitigan Zibi First
Nation.

With CAFES, they helped advocate for a BESS
(Battery Energy Storage System) in Ottawa.

Their monthly newsletter tells members (and some
others) about opportunities to sign letters and petitions
and to attend demos and events regarding climate
chaos. It gets good feedback.

Toronto

SCAN! Toronto put a lot of time into the municipal
budget deliberations.  Several members deputed in
person and others sent them in to the budget
committee.  This year’s budget contains a number of
improvements for transit and active transportation,
retrofits, food waste handling through digesters, and
other climate action.  The Energy Mix reported that
Toronto Council adopted the first annual budget ever
to include a carbon budget process. 

SCAN! Toronto also deputed on the Commercial
Parking Lot Levy and a Stormwater levy before the
Executive Committee.  These levies are important,
climate-friendly revenue tools.  Unfortunately, the
Executive Committee declined to move them forward. 
In the case of the Commercial Parking Lot Levy, the
province’s failure to provide data through its agency,
MPAC, was a significant part of the reason for the
Executive Committee’s decision.

SCAN! Toronto completed its response to the
Transform TO 2026-30 Action Plan Consultation.  The
Transform TO Plan is an excellent one, but the
implementation to date has been far from adequate to
achieve its goals. 

The SFC Toronto event will be held outdoors on April
26.  SCAN! Toronto will be working with For Our Kids
and a number of other organizations in putting this
event together.  The plan is to make the links by
collaborating with social justice organizations.

SCAN! Toronto arranged a number of pop-up locations
for leafletting throughout the city to raise awareness of
how the climate crisis links to affordability.  At some
pop-ups, members sang the “200 bucks” song to
attract attention. Leafletting gave people an
opportunity to interact with residents.  A second group
focused on ridings indicated by Not One Seat where
they did mailbox drops.

SCAN! Toronto is supporting the formation of new
climate groups in two areas of the city.  Members have
also supported SCAN! membership in seniors'
residences and local formation of SCAN! groups. 

 

London

SCAN! London made a presentation to the London’s
City Council’s Environmental Stewardship and Action
Community Advisory Committee which was well
attended. The committee had a number of questions
and suggestions for follow-up.

Their meeting with the Deputy Mayor was both
enjoyable and productive.  They created a document
on Maximum Heat, based on Jennifer Penney’s
Stormy Weather presentation.

For Earth Fest, they will have a table with activities for
children asking them to draw, “What is it you love and
want to protect”?  They will also have a petition for
adults to sign, as well as leaflets and handouts. They
hope to play a looping trailer for the documentary
Later is Too Late.  They are also pursuing other ways
to utilize the trailers and promo for the film roll-out. 

They have secured a venue for National Seniors’ Day
as part of the fall mobilization.  They are planning to
highlight the screening of Later is Too Late on October
4th . They will also examine fruitful ways to partner
with and increase ties with Labour movement partners,
possibly the Youth Climate Corps and ReForest
London.

Members had a table at the Active Living Fair for
Seniors.  About 140 seniors and 60 exhibitors
attended. There was a lot of interest.  They handed
out 80 postcards about what to ask politicians when
they knock on the door.

They are also formalizing the process of determining
which climate issues are most important to individual
London members in order to further guide the work.

After a fruitful meeting with Pillar Non-profit Network,
SCAN! London received several e-introductions to
community members of interest, including the Director
of the Forest City Film Festival.  They now have
access to a meeting space once a week; and they
want to screen Later is Too Late.

They handed out leaflets during the Ontario election
campaign at several community events.  They also
asked pointed questions at an all-candidates’ meeting.

Many attended an excellent interactive event hosted
by the Council of Canadians and London and District
Labour Council on election planning.

Kawartha

They had meetings with the mayor about GO bus
service. The mayor has been positive about getting Go
Bus service and had conversations with relevant
ministries.  However, there is resistance from
Metrolinx, citing insufficient ridership potential.

They will pursue the option of holding a public meeting
and try to involve other local groups.

SCAN! Kawartha has lobbied against Enbridge
expansion for some time: meetings with the mayor and
deputations to council to withdraw support for
Enbridge; door to door campaign; public meetings;
and a flyer campaign.  The educational component
was important: costs, heat pumps etc.  There was
some success with people choosing not to sign up
with Enbridge.

There is a municipal by-election coming up.  Kawartha
Lakes councils are not generally progressive.

 

Guelph

They had an education presentation on the financing
of fossil fuels by Big Banks at their monthly meeting. 
They are following up with an information session in
March: “Moving Your Assets”.  This session is another
joint venture with Guelph Climate Action Network.  The
first was a Highway 413 information night.

There is some interest in picketing RBC starting in
April. 

During the provincial election, they tabled at an all-
candidates’ meeting.  The PC candidate did not
attend.  They created a large poster of the SCAN!
Candidates’ pledge (17” x 24”) to hang at the meeting.
They also made copies available for the three
candidates attending and handed out “Ask a
Candidate” postcards with questions for the audience
members.  [Good idea for the federal election
campaign – ed.]

A SCAN! Guelph member drafted letters for local
papers to make connections between seniors’ concern
about the climate crisis, and election issues.  

For Earth Day/Week they are looking at partnering
with others, but are well aware that people’s focus may
be on the federal election.  They are considering
education workshops at a local Seniors' Centre
regarding climate and home insurance.  Also under
discussion: how to incorporate the documentary, Later
is Too Late.  They reached out to the Guelph Film
Festival about a potential screening. 

They are building community with Guelph Climate
Action Network and Guelph - Wellington Social Justice
Coalition, Fossil Fuels in Schools. 

One of their members represented SCAN! as a
panelist at a SCAN! Guelph 3rd Age Learning event
focusing on climate and energy.

They are getting ready to print and circulate "Beat the
Heat" postcards in the spring as pat of their Heat
Adaptation group.  They are watching with great
interest developments in Kingston and Toronto around
their proposed heat by-laws.

Social media

Because of restrictions imposed by Facebook on
publishing Canadian news, we are publishing the main
issues of articles and referring people to the source
material.  It is important to amplify this information. 
Please continue to like, share, retweet etc. 

We have established a presence on Bluesky.  You can
follow us @s4can.bsky.social.  Until we have
transferred our followers from Twitter (“X) we are still
sending people there as well: @Seniors_CAN. 

https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/unsubscribe?reset=1&jid=&qid=&h=fakehash
https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=740&cid=717&cs=6e0dceff22d61d9998c6a4e92982b577_1740951572_168
https://unsplash.com/@roxannedesgagnes?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/man-and-woman-standing-cracked-sea-ice-under-gray-sky-qbtyUQtqJ8k?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/later-is-too-late-tickets-1231650312239?link_id=8&can_id=90976265242dc4e4d45140fed0b53af6&source=email-action-tomorrow-webinar-on-monday-and-meeting-on-thursday&email_referrer=email_2604162&email_subject=quick-and-effective-actions-you-can-take-this-week
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9vWH_Q-6pc
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sC-ST2CxT6W6tiJnAuX5rQ#/registration
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-the-seniors-for-climate-mailing-list?source=direct_link&
https://environmentaldefence.ca/report/minister-steven-guilbeault-designate-the-pathways-alliances-co2-transportation-network-and-storage-hub-for-federal-impact-assessment/
https://www.guelphtoday.com/letters-to-the-editor/letter-why-has-climate-change-all-but-disappeared-from-the-publics-attention-10219133
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/41-years-after-high-speed-rail-was-first-proposed-there-is-still-no-guarantee-it/article_9b55c1bc-eef6-11ef-9b6e-bb822c144ff1.html
https://www.uaclimateaction.ca/community/058zmyi405nemommfgsp3jd7l6p9uq
https://allofustogether.ca/
https://www.thewhig.com/news/kingston-to-cool-its-heels-on-maximum-temperature-bylaw
https://www.kingstonist.com/news/kingston-moves-ahead-with-proposed-air-conditioning-rules-to-protect-some-tenants-but-not-all/
https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/%20https://www.kingstonist.com/news/opinion-extreme-heat-puts-health-and-lives-at-risk-city-council-must-move-faster-to-protect-kingstonians/
https://secure.seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/civicrm/mailing/.%20%20https://www.theenergymix.com/toronto-adds-2b-to-climate-programs-through-first-ever-carbon-budget-process/#:~:text=The%20measures%2C%20representing%20about%20C,housing%2C%20and%20%2430%20million%20over


FB has 1.4k followers and Twitter 966.  Some people
have already left the latter platform which is likely
reflected in the drop in followers.  Despite restrictions,
we are doing our best to help people keep up to date. 
We are waiting for more of our followers to make the
leap to Bluesky before leaving :X". 

Readers of this newsletter who are not yet members
are welcome to join as members any time.  Go to
the web site and click on “Become a member".
Questions? e-mail:
info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org

 

mailto:info@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org

